DECEMBER 1960 


In the December issue... 


Some information on the draft for the men who read LUTHER LIFE opens 
final ’60 issue, followed by more poems and drawings by leaguers. Elizabeth € 
sends us an ‘anytime’ skit on using drama in worship as well as one of the 
Christmas Eve services we've seen. John Vannorsdall ghost-writes a newspaper col’ 
(at least for LUTHER LIFE) and answers letters on the subject of drinking. Do: 
Simonton outlines a workable plan for a youth budget in a local congregation. * 
slippery Christian subject, “The Word”, is tied down and explained for leag 
by Frederick Wentz. We hear about Joy all year ’round, but especially at Christ: 
time, so Manfred Meitzen gives us some suggestions about what we Christians 1 
by Joy. Fred Williams describes a Christmas party with a purpose and results! 
tor Gold returns with the final word study of his series: this one on a Bible v 
that’s meaningless to most people when they read it in our English versions, 
which actually is one of the most important words in the whole Bible! J. B. Be 
baugh closes our 1960 Bible studies and devotions with December ‘Seed Ti: 


Last but not least in importance to you is the 1960 LUTHER LIFE Index, w 
will help you find what you want in the last 12 issues! 


Special announcement on page 64. 
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“For the Christian person,... military serv- 
ice is no mere matter of course. It is important 
for the Christian to determine what meaning 
such a decision has in terms of his faith in 


God and his obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


—from “The Decision Is Yours’’ 
reprinted from YOUTH 


FOR MEN ONLY 


O you call yourself a Christian. Just how many personal de- 

cisions do you make without giving a thought to what is 
your responsibility as a Christian? Your Christian vocation 
makes every decision a religious decision. 

What about the draft? Every young man must face the ques- 
tion of military service. He must determine his course of par- 
ticipation according to what he feels is God’s will for his future. 
This is no easy choice. 

For your information and help a short pamphlet, ‘““The De- 
cision Is Yours” by Huber F. Klemme is available. Outlined are 
the different programs open to young men in the armed serv- 
ices; what’s meant by active service, ready reserve and standby 
reserve; who is eligible for deferment; who is rejected; what are 
the alternate service opportunities for conscientious objectors. 

Single copies of this reprint, “The Decision Is Yours,” may 
be secured free on request. Additional copies are five cents each. 
Write: Council for Christian Social Action, United Church of 
Christ, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York, 10, N.Y. 


DISCOVERY 


by Carol Lynn Huber 
Age 16. Louisville, Ky. 


The world is spinning. 
Caught in the deadly spiral 
I’m torn and beaten beyond despair. 
All is darkness. 

I'm searching, groping; 
Not knowing, not caring. 
But then a light— 

A small but radiant light, 
Ever growing. 

And now a door— 

Before me it opens. 
Coming closer, closer. 


A soft and glowing warmth revolves about 
me. 


It draws me inward, 
Forward, forward. 
There before me 
Behold, a cross! 

I kneel. 

I pray. 

At last... my God! 
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Pen drawing by: 


Linda Ruth Lochner 


Maryland 


Age 17. Frederick, 


NIGHTLY PRAYER 


by Marianne Zimmerman 


Age 17. Guilford College, N.C. 


When I can live in such a way 
That I improve each passing day, 
When I do this then I may say 
That I have truly lived. 


When I put away each angry thought, 
For hate has only trouble brought, 
When I love others as I ought, 

Then I have truly lived. 


When I can ease some little pain 
Forgetting all reward or gain, 
When my mind is free from all things vain, 


Then I have truly lived. 


When day is gone with her fret and care, 
I retire to my room and kneeling there 
I raise to God my nightly prayer: 


Please help me truly live. 


CHALLENGE FOR THE CHURCH 


The following appeared in the Pastors’ ‘Desk Book” and was written by 
The Board of Social Missions of the ULCA. 


the decline of witnessing 
Large segments of the common life 

virtually untouched by the Chris- 
nm witness. Areas of common interest 
politics, education, commerce and 
ustry are often oblivious to the 
bristian ethic and sometimes antag- 
istic to it. Labels such as “A Chris- 
n Nation,’ “Christian Society” and 
the Christian Home’”’ are more com- 
el than descriptive. Perhaps 
most startling manifestation of the 
cline of witnessing is to be seen in 
= unwillingness or inability of hosts 
church members to carry the impli- 
ions of the faith into the daily 
ilks of life. It seems to be true that 
> work-a-day world is moving away 
9m the church at an accelerating pace 
d business as usual on the part of 
e church does not even suffice to 
m the tide to say nothing of re- 
rsing it. 


1e rise of competing ideologies 
A number of competing ideological 
yvements are challenging Christian 
ths and loyalties. They range from 
urgent pagan religions to atheistic 
mmunism through such intermediate 
errations as general “American fe- 
iosity’”” and sub-Christian sects. The 
ullenge of these movements can be 
istrated by the following abridg- 
nt of a newspaper reporter's esti- 
ite of Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

Observers have attributed the 
success of the witnesses to many 
factors. Among them: 


Their faith appears new and 
different. 

Second . . . congregations are 
not permitted to exceed 200. 
They are small enough so that 
each member is accounted for and 
has definite responsibility. 

Thitd~ each ‘company .. . 
considers all of its constituents 
ministers . . . ‘pioneers’ if they 
give 100 hours a month, ‘pub- 
lishers’ if they give 10 hours. 

Fourth, witnesses are expected 
to give their full effort and most 
of their free time. It is not a 
Sunday morning or afternoon af- 
iva tome 

Fifth, the contact of the group 
with the rest of the community 
Sreeev ise personal: 

—From the Detroit Free Press, 

July 9, 1960. 

Meanwhile the church attempts to 
do business as usual. Is it enough? 


These are but some of the acute 
problems confronting the church. The 
list could be extended considerably. 
By-and-large we do not seem to be 
making a bold and imaginative re- 
sponse to new problems, and we are 
not organized to do it as rapidly as the 
situations demand. 

Meanwhile we unashamedly ape our 
secular world, and rather than tackle 
the problem of redeeming culture we 
either attempt to baptize it by accom- 
modating the church to it, or worse— 
by attempting to ignore it. 
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—woodcut by Ingrid Thob 


“When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceed- 
ingly with great joy; and going into the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, open- 
ing their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh.” 


DRAMA IN WORSHIP 


by Elizabeth Gray 


.. an any-time skit and a Christmas Eve dramatic 
presentation to find more meaning for your worship 
life. 


(OVERHEARD AFTER LUTHER LEAGUE RECENTLY) 


DAN: That certainly was dull! 
JUDY: What did you expect? Is worshipping God supposed to be 
exciting ? 
DAN: Well, when you see a good play, you really feel something has 
been going on. Take Joan of Arc or J.B. ot Green Pastures or The Sign 
of Jonah. You really feel something when you come out. It’s exciting, 
powerful, moving. 
JUDY: And you mean that church worship is different? 
DAN: Why the way we react to worship, you'd think God was dead! 
We always begin the same way, end the same way, and do the same 
things in between. It’s just that nothing happens! 

(LUCILLE, WHO WAS PASSING BY, OVERHEARD THESE 
LAST FEW COMMENTS) 
LUCILLE: What you'd like, Dan, is some drama in our worship—is 
that it? 
DAN: Yes, you might put it that way. 
LUCILLE: Then you’d be interested in the Christmas Eve service | 
attended last year. We came into a darkened church—only a few faint 
lights on—and a very mournful organ playing. 
DAN: (interrupting): Mournful, on Christmas Eve? 
LUCILLE: Yes, and we sat up forward in the choir stalls. 
UDY: Not in the pews? 
LUCILLE: No, it was a small congregation, and the ushers at the door 
told us to sit in the choir stalls close to the altar. 
DAN: What happened then ? 
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LUCILLE: Well, the organ stopped just about the time the service 
was to begin. We waited for the opening hymn but there was nothing 
but silence and more silence. Then suddenly the boy in the choir stal. 
behind me started to talk! 

DAN: Out loud? What was this, a Quaker meeting? 

LUCILLE: Oh, no. This was the voice of a prophet. Listen: 

. . . My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 

He digged it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and 
hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, between me and my vineyard. What more 
was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild 
grapes? . 

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of 
Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and 
he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed, for righteous- 
ness, but behold, a cry! 

JUDY: What’s all that got to do with Christmas Eve? 

LUCILLE: The prophet is telling us of “The Human Predicament’” 
or so our program said. The service begins in darkness, you see, for 
this is where man is before Jesus Christ comes into the world. Se 
there’s no light in this opening part—and no singing. Only voices coms 
ing out from the midst of the congregation, crying out about our human 
condition—our rebellion against God. Listen. This is God speaking: 

My people are bent on turning away from me... 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I 
do with you, O Judah? Your love is like the morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes early away. 

Why will you still be smitten, that you continue to 
rebel? The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 
From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no sound- 
ness in it, but bruises and sores and bleeding wounds; . . . 

Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his 
Pork Then also you can do good who are accustomed to 

o evil. 

Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How long will it be before 
you are made clean? 

DAN: Wow! That really is pretty dramatic! What happened then? 
LUCILLE: The people seemed to know that these passages describec 


them, as well as ancient Israel. And so we prayed, that God might 
save us—from ourselves. 


Then, out of silence, a few voices began to sing, “O come, O 
come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel . . .’ But they sang only the 
pleading, begging parts and omitted the refrain that has the rejoicing. 
The way they sang it, it seemed to pick up the words of our prayer 
and lift itself up as a haunting plea to God, to come to us, to ransom all 
of us who are captive and in exile. 

JUDY: What then? It certainly doesn’t sound very much like a Christ- 
Mas service to me. 

LUCILLE: No? Well you just wait. The next section was entitled on 
Our programs, “The Promise’. When the voices stopped singing, sud- 
}denly we heard a voice out in the empty church and then saw a man 
move slowly toward us. And as he spoke, he slowly mounted the steps 
to the pulpit. He was the prophet of promise: 

How can I give you up, O Ephraim! How can I hand 
you over, O Israel! How can I make you like Admah! How 
can I treat you like Zebotim! My heart recoils within me; 
my compassion grows warm and tender. I will ot execute 
my fierce anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim. For I am 
God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will 
not come to destroy. 

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord. 
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool. 

And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth 
you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, 
and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in faithfulness; and 
you shall know the Lord. 

After this he told of Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones, and gesturing 
out toward the empty pews in the church, I could almost see those dry 
bones get up, and live! ; 

It gave you the feeling that maybe God could do something with 
us humans after all, and that he had really promised to do something to 
help us. 

So we began waiting. 

JUDY: Waiting? Waiting for what? 

LUCILLE: We were waiting for God to come. Now that we knew how 
much we needed him (our Human Predicament of Sin), and that he 
had promised to “betroth” us back to him, why there was nothing to do 
but wait. What more could we do? 

DAN: What did you do, just sit there? 
LUCILLE: Yes, and it reminded me of something I'd read once in a 
book about India. An Indian was telling how he had called upon his 
God to come and he refused to come. “I say to him,” the Indian said, 
“Come, come, come, come, come. He neglects to come!” 
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JUDY: (bursting in): But He does come; He does come! That's wha 
Christmas is! 

LUCILLE: Now you see what this service has to do with Christmas! Il 
makes you know, deep inside you, what it is like to be in a world withou 
God in Christ, and to wait and wonder in darkness and silence for Him 
to come. 

DAN: Does He ever come? In the service, I mean? 

LUCILLE: Oh yes! As we waited we prayed, “O Promise of God, descena 
into our lives!’ And then quietly a few voices sang this plaintive chant: : 


Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 


Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 

As the Light of Light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 


Then the prophet of the promise walked to the altar steps, lit thu 
single tall candle before the altar, and turning to us proclaimed: 


Arise! Shine! For your Light has come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon you! 


And suddenly the church was filled with light, the organ burst inte 
song, and we all were on our feet, singing “‘Joy to the world, the Lora 
is come!” as though our joy would burst our hearts, as though we really 
understood the “joy” of His coming. | 


DAN: Was that the end of the service? 


LUCILLE: No, only the climax! The rest of the service was a rejoic: 
ing—lots of light, lots of sound, lots of Christmas carols. And in betweert 
carols we heard the Christmas stories and then finally two New Testa! 
ment passages about the significance of Christ’s coming. 

JUDY: How did the service end? 


LUCILLE: It closed with a prayer of thanksgiving by the whole con: 
gregation and then our singing the Nunc Dimittis. And do you know’ 
you really had the feeling of “departing in peace’? because ‘we haa 


seen Thy salvation’!—the light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of Israel. 


JUDY: (eagerly): Well, Dan, does that convince you that a worship 
service can be dramatic, where something happens ? 

DAN: Yes, but I wish there were more drama in our regilar worship 
services ! 

LUCILLE: There is! If we just have “eyes to see” what's really happen- 
ing between God and man in our worship services. This Christmas Eve 
Service just made explicit what’s implicit in every Christmas service. 

) Why don’t we take another look at our Luther League worship, 
and try to find ways to act out the drama that lies hidden there? 


(The service described in this article was originally created and 
written by the Yale Divinity School worship committee for the 
school’s 1953 Christmas Service. The dramatic staging was added 
by Emmet Conant when the service was adapted by David and 
Elizabeth Gray for use in 1959 at St. Michael and St. George's 
Episcopal Church in St. Louis, Missouri.) 


The play above can be used by your league at any time of the year to point 
out the important possibilities drama has for your worship life. There should be no 
Props or special costumes, just leaguers in everyday dress. Try to make this presenta- 
tion conversational and natural in tone. The long passages of Scripture given by 
Lucille may be written out as though on the program she’s describing. 


Good modern religious drama appropriate for your league’s use can be borrowed 
from your local library. Our writer here mentions three good plays that have been 
given by youth and which are very popular, Joan of Arc, J.B., Green Pastures and 
The Sign of Jonah. The last is about a German U-Boat commander during the war 
and has terrific impact in its message. Remember in presenting any of these plays 
that this is an act of worship, not Hollywood-type entertainment for your league. 
Remember, too, they may be read aloud instead of memorized. 


The Christmas Eve Service on the next two pages is an excellent one for your 
eague’s use this year. It should be presented according to the directions given above 
n the playlet. Use the choir stalls, if possible or the first few rows of pews in the 
Church. Silence plays an important part in this service, so don’t be afraid to sit and 
9e silent. Don’t rush through the service. This is an act of worship. The service 
vill be more meaningful, if you have a committee of the choir (made up of 
eaguers) run through the timing first and be prepared to lead the service when the 
vorship time arrives, Try to keep the format somewhat of a surprise for the league. 
fou will not want to ‘give it away’ by presenting the playlet before the worship 


ervice. 


13 


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 


(See preceding page for explanation and suggestions) 


PRELUDE: Two settings of “Out of the Depths Have I Called Unta 
Thee.” (J. S. Bach and Flor Peeters. Or use tune in SBH% 
Hymn 372) 


I. OUR HUMAN CONDITION 


SCRIPTURE: (one person, the ‘prophet of our human condition’ 
reads or recites each passage) 
Isaiah 5) 1lb-45 7 
Hosea 11:1-4, 7a 
Amos 4:6-11 
Hosea 6:4 
Isaiah 1:5-8 
Jeremiah 13:23, 27b 
Jeremiah 8:18-22 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Lord, Not knowledge but confusion 
not a name but pride 
not praise but doubt 
not glory but activity— 
with these have we clung to Thee. From Thy nurture have 
we turned in the rebellion of sufficiency. Give us Thy Gift 
that we may know Thee. 
Lord, have mercy. 
SILENCE 
CHOIR: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ (SBH 2) 
(omit the refrain beginning “Rejoice, rejoice’ in eack 
verse) 


II. THE PROMISE 


SCRIPTURE: (one person, the ‘prophet of the promise,’ reads each 
passage) 
Hosea 11:8-9 
Isaiah 1:18 
Hosea 2:19-20 
Hosea 6:1-2 
Ezekiel 37:1-6, 11-14 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 


CHOIR: (now sings once the refrain of “O Come, O Come Em- 
manuel” 
“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!” 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER FOR RECEPTIVITY 
Lord, shriven and empty we thirst for Thy Grace. Bound to 
Thee by Thy righteousness and steadfast love, we turn to Thee 
for light and truth. We turn to receive Thy Spirit. 
O Promise of God, descend into our lives. Amen. 
CHOIR: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence’? (SBH 281) 
SILENCE 
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 
THE PROCLAMATION 
“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the 
glory of the Lord has risen upon you.” 


CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: “Joy To The World” (SBH 15) 


LES FULFILLMENT 


SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-16 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: “Break Forth, O  Beauteous, 
Heavenly Light’’ (SBH 29) 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:1-11 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: “O Come, All. Ye Faithful” 
(SBH 42) 
SCRIPTURE: St. John 1:1-14 
CHOIR: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
Thirteenth Century Plainsong (SBH 17) 
SCRIPTURE: Philippians 2:5-11 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
Alleluia. Amen. 
Thou hast poured light and grace into our hearts, truth and 
mercy into our minds. We celebrate the advent of Jesus, Thy 
Word, Our Lord. Praise we sing and thanks we cry. 
Alleluia. Amen. 
CHOIR: (or choir and congregation) “Nunc Dimittis’ (SBH page 
66 
Bord ie lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according 
to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to 
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel!. 


BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” (SBH 22) ill 


1S 


Flood Krom FOR AF 
aes ; A Unite 
Continued From Page 1, Col, 2 returned f 
ae ey yesterday 

said the decrease was a direct:arian Chu 
result of the dissolution of thewith the 

gangs. without al 
4 Ten of the eleven gangs are tional stan. 


Youth Division of the Police j-eacher 
Department, A gang is dropped Thurch of 
from the police records if it hasThirty-fifth 
not been involved in conflict in ee 4 
jtwo calendar years or if most © “Religiot 
mof its members are over 21lig grips Ww 


the tirst major! 
: years old. rican probll 


to give screen 
lacklisted writer. 


the company will listed was involved in a conflictpeople of 
first important 72 ae 
ation to disregard ‘The dar 
preement it made n of ig 
other major stu- & P Africa: 
iploy persons who so great: 


0 cooperate with xern for 0: 


ommittee on Un- 
‘rritien a~juvh»n had! & : 
e of the dogs reportedly 


: their members turn 21. But the 


sjmembers of the eleven Channel 2 cae. 
hat hava dicenivad ara Channe! 4 ...... 


15 0) .gN 
Tin Gann the setgeant ands That Departedus esteraay Chante 
right forearm. When the, Destination Date ) snip Destination Date “9 o9¢9 
ant drew his pistol, therombay Guat ~|*KONINGSWAARD ..OjIport .... .. ———i 7% 
lers called off the dogs. The j{—Jack 
Iman was treated at Kings Betty J: 
ty Hospital and sent home. 
brothers were ordered to 
ar in Felony Court this ~Hang g 
. actor C:! 
ae EAR Nan Ander: bert You 
I never thought I would be writ- 1_ Gracie 
: , —Million. 
ing to you because I haven’t had the n” (194% 
kind of problems that other people anch ar 
: b B Ted Shea, ot 
seem to write to you about. But Oo nday)—( 
have one, a problem that is, and maybe ioture 


you can tell me what to do. 

Many of the young people that I 
know drink beer. It is served at most 
of the parties, and whenever we do 
something together, we usually end 
up having a bottle or two. My prob- I N 
lem is that I just don’t like beer and : 
I feel a little strange and different 
when I don’t drink with them. What 
should I do? 

Perplexed 
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Dear Perplexed: 

Face it. We're all a little strange 
and different. If you don’t like beer, 
don’t drink it. 


Nan 


Dear Nan: 

I was amused to read the letter 
you received from Perplexed, and 
especially by your answer. The gang 
I go with also ends the evening with 
a glass or more of beer. Frankly, I like 
it. Does this mean that I should 
drink it? 

Hopeful 
Dear Hopeful: 

Perhaps. A lot depends on how 
you decide all such questions. When- 
ever you have to decide something, 
is the only question you ask, “Do 
I like it?’ For example, is this the 
way you decide whether or not you 
will go to school, whether or not 
you will clean your room, wear a 
tie, or stop the car at a stop sign? 
If this is the way you decide every- 
thing, and you like beer, then you 
have your answer. However, if you 
usually ask other questions, too, 
before making a decision, you may 
come up with another answer. 

Nan 
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Dear Nan: 

Now I’m not amused, I’m confus 
I have a feeling you are play 
games with me. I guess it’s true t 
there are times when I go to sche 
even when I don't like it, and stop 
car when I would rather not. But we 
does this have to do with drink 
beer? 

Still Hopeful 


Dear Hopeful: 


No games. This is important. ~ 
point is that if you go to sc 
when you don’t like it, and 
your car when it isn’t conveniel 
there must be some reasons 
you do these things in spite of 
fact that you don’t like it. If - 
can discover what these reasons : 
it might help you to decide whet 
or not you should drink beer wa 
your friends. 


For example, take the matter? 
the car. You probably stop in jj 
because the law says you must. Y 
have some concern for getting 
ticket. Or, if not a ticket, you 
generally committed to obeying 
law as a matter of principle. Y 
may also have some concern 
others, and know that running 
stop sign may endanger anot 
driver. It may be that your 
friend is riding in the front sé 
and you don’t want her to think 
are reckless. Perhaps your father ° 
suggested that this is a good ie 
and you stop partially in remf 
brance of his words. Perhaps mos 
has some importance to you, and 
don’t want to risk a repair bill. 

I’m not saying that whenever 
come to a stop sign all of tli 
thoughts flood your mind. HI! 


‘ver, these are some of the reasons 
vhy you might stop at a stop sign, 
ven when it is a practice which 
ou find irritating. 

What does this have to do with 
eer? Well, you like it, right? But 
here may be some other reasons 
vhy you will want to decide not to 
lrink it. If you are under-age, you 
nay be embarrassed by the law in 
he same way that a driving ticket is 
mbarrassing. Or, you may have 
ome general principle which makes 
ou uneasy when breaking the law. 
‘his applies only to bars and tav- 
rns, of course. Or, you may have 
ome concern for other people, and 
ot drink because you know that 
thers in the group might not be 
ble to handle it in moderation. Or, 
our girl friend might object, or 
rinking may be contrary to the 
xpressed wishes of your parents 
nd you may wish to honor their 
esires. Perhaps money is important 
» you, and you don’t want to 
ngage in this rather costly pastime. 
Well, these are some of the 
sasons why you may decide not to 
rink, even though you like it. Any- 
ne else on this question? 


The mail in response to my last 
exchange with Hopeful has covered 
my desk. I have picked out some of 
them for answer in this column. 
Others will be answered individually. 


Dear Miss Ander: 

You didn’t even mention religion 
in your letter to Hopeful. Isn’t it true 
that God forbids us to drink alcoholic 
beverages ? 

Faithful 
Dear Faithful: 

Since different religious groups 
interpret the Scriptures in different 
ways, I refer you to your Minister, 
Priest, or Rabbi. However, to my 
knowledge, the Bible nowhere says 
that we should not drink alcoholic 
beverages. It certainly does say that 
we should not drink to the point of 
intoxication. Since, under some cir- 
cumstances, even one drink can 
make us lightheaded and cloud our 
responses, this could be made to 


imply that all drinking is contrary 
to our religious faith. 


I wonder, though, about your 
statement that my letter to Hopeful 
didn’t mention religion. Isn’t it true 
that under normal circumstances 
obedience to the law of the state is 
in accordance with God’s Will? 
Isn’t it true that the second of the 
two great commandments is that we 
should love our neighbor? Doesn’t 
this mean, then, that when we refuse 
to drink because it might lead a 
friend into a habit he can’t handle 
that we are fully in accord with a 
great Christian teaching? 

One of the ten commandments is 
“Honor thy father and thy mother.” 
Remember that I said that this might 
be one of the reasons for not drink- 
ing. And I believe that Church 
people practice stewardship, which 
means, at the least, a proper use of 
the resources with which we have 
been blessed. 

So you see, the reasons which 
might make us decide not to drink 
can use these reasons for not drink- 
ing, and be completely unchurched. 
That which makes it a religious de- 
cision is when we think about these 
things in terms of our relationship 
with God and His Will, not when 
we are just being practical and nice. 


Nan 
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Dear Miss Ander: 


What’s all this rhubarb abou 
Isn’t it true that moderate soci 
drinking never hurt anyone? 

Disgusted 


Dear Disgusted: 
You're wrong. Alcoholics Anor# 
mous estimates that there are 
000,000 alcoholics in the Unita 
States alone. Every one of the 
began as a moderate social drinker 
There are undoubtedly tens 
millions of people who drink modd 
ately, and will win the gamble. T! 
odds may be ten to one or bett 
that you will not become an ala 
holic. The thing is, how do yj 
know? It’s like saying, ““The ode 
are in my favor that I can run ti 
stop sign without getting hit.” Il 
true, but the only way you wa 
know is to run the risk. The od 
of your becoming an alcoholic m 
be smallish, but when you’ve trii 
and lost, that’s small comfort. 
Ive never learned to apprecia 
the argument that all of life isé 
gamble. Thanks to God, I am: 
human, endowed by Him with ti 
capacity to make decisions. By mai 
ing the right decisions, I introdw 
a large measure of certainty into 1 
life and reduce the amount of 
called gamble or fate. This malt 
sense to me, and I hope to you. 
Nan 


Dear Nan: 

My parents don’t object to my hay- 
ing a few drinks, my girl doesn’t 
object, I can afford it, I am not under 
age, I never drive after I have been 
drinking, and I like it. Is there any- 
hing wrong with my having a few 
drinks with friends from time to time ? 

Moderate 
Dear Moderate: 

No. I just wish, however, that I 
ould guarantee that circumstances 
n your life will never change and 
hat you will never be anything 
nore than a moderate drinker. I 
an’t guarantee it, and neither can 
ou. 


Nan 


Dear Miss Ander: 

I was invited to a cocktail party last 
week and they served martinis. I just 
didn’t know what to do about the 
olive. Does one eat it (using the 
fingers?) or leave it in the glass? 

Troubled Girl 
Dear Troubled: 


Good grief! 


(The editors, in response to recent 
investigations and in obedience to an 
ancient Christian ethic, acknowledge 
that this column has been ghost-writ- 
ten by John W. Vannorsdall.) 


Present this topic by having one leaguer 


take the part of Nan Anders and other 
leaguers (with signs identifying them as 
“Hopeful,” “Moderate” etc.) as the letter- 


writers. Fix up a messy, newspaper-office 
desk for Nan. Remember to give a girl the 
part of the last letter-writer, a boy the next 
to last. Have a “mail clerk” bring in a load 
of letters at appropriate points in the presen- 
tation. Refer back to the replies Nan gives 


in your discussion period. 


Worship suggestions 


Leader: Behold the king cometh. Let us wor- 
ship Him. 
Hymn: Come, thou long-expected Jesus. 

SBiiemos 
Gospel: John 1: 1-14 
Prayer: O Lord, mercifully hear the prayers 
of your people, that as they rejoice in the 
advent of thine only-begotten Son, ac- 
cording to the flesh, so when he cometh 
a second time in his majesty, they may 
receive the reward of eternal life; through 


the same thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Hymn: Hark a 
SBH 1. 


thrilling voice is sounding. 
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PLAN FOR 
A 
YOUTH BUDGET 


by Donald C. Simonton 


PROPOSED PROGRAM OF YOUTH STEWARDSHIP 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Present Picture 


e Church has “Unified Budget” 

e Members pledge and give to whole work of whole Church, 
determine at annual meeting what percentage of each dollar 
given goes to benevolences. 

e No extra offerings are solicited. 

e Each new member, as a part of the service of their reception, 
makes pledge to church (symbolizing fact that as of this 
moment they are part of the actual work and ministry of the 
church. This applies to confirmation classes also. 

e Every organization and auxiliary (including Luther League) is 
represented by accredited member on Church Council. 

e ge budget at present contains only a “subsidy” for youth 
work. 


Theory and Proposals 


e The church is a unit; auxiliaries and organizations are simply 
“working arms” of it. 

e Stewardship should be a total response to the total challenge 
facing the total church. 

e To ask for total personal commitment in a pledge with- 
out acknowledging the existence of various additional 
offerings is self-contradictory. 

e Organizations and auxiliaries should have effective programs 
on Christian stewardship, should financially support the whole 
work of the church, should have their program and function 
supported by the budget of the whole church. 

e Christians should give because they are giving to the 
Lord’s work not to their own pet group or project. 

e Stewardship education must be effectively stressed in 
all church-related organizations. 

e Luther League is the youth program of the whole church; youth 
work is a responsibility of the whole church. 

e Youth budget, proposed by the young people themselves should 
become a part of church’s budget (this includes LLA benevo- 
lence). 

e Youth should have a voice and vote through Council, in the 
expenditure of funds for the ministry of the church. 

e Young people should emphasize stewardship in their pro- 
grams, may make pledges to the church either in a special 
program of their own or in the church’s general commitment 
service. 

e Extra, special offerings should be minimized or non- 

existent. 

ee eee oe) ae 


Our Present Program and Problems 


At present, St. Luke’s has a “start” toward the above goal, which 
is of doubtful effectiveness. Lack of a sufficiently large total budget 
this year left the Luther League with only a subsidy, rather than 
total support for their program. This means the contradiction of 
some support through budget of church plus weekly offerings. In 
addition, not all young people made a pledge to the church (many 
were absent at the service). Among other things, this creates a problem 
whenever a request comes to the Church Council for recognition and 
support of youth activities. 

Other organizations and auxiliaries, at present financially inde- 
pendent, are interested in this totally unified budget but are wisely 
waiting to evaluate its success in relation to the Luther League. An 
honest evaluation is not possible under present conditions. Pee 
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The Nativity. From Remigio’s “Epistolae et Evangeli’’ Venice. 1682. Lewis Col- 
lections. Free Library of Philadelphia. 
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. . And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of 
grace and truth. . .” 


THE WORD ABOUT 
“THE WORD” 


by Frederick K. Wentz 


AY CORDS are for persons. Into our 
home recently there came a baby 
and a parakeet at about the same time. 
It became my habit to greet each of 
them: “Hi Kerry” to the bird and 
“Hi Melanie’ to the baby. 

The parakeet responded much soon- 
er than the baby. But what a disap- 
pointing experience! What he said in 
return was “Hi Kerry’. I felt like 
telling him “Those are my words to 
you not yours to me”. But, of course, 
a bird knows nothing about a “you” 
or a “me”. My words were wasted on 
him and his response was not words 
but merely the imitation of sounds, 
Words are for persons. 

Though it took longer, the baby 
has learned to respond with “Ht 
Daddy’. She is developing more and 


more words as she becomes more and 
more of a self-conscious person. 
Words are for persons. 

H. H. Farmer has pointed out (in 
The Servant of the Word) that, when 
one addresses words to another per- 
son, at least three things are involved. 
The speech is an immediate and con- 
crete expression of the speaker's will. 
There is some common meaning; 
speaker and hearer share language and 
ideas which can become the carriers 
of the will and intention behind the 
words. And, thirdly, the speech repre- 
sents a claim upon the one addressed, 
seeking his attention and_ response. 
Words are for persons and a person 
is one capable of being addressed and 
capable of responding (i.e. respon- 


sible). 
UD 


God's Word is personal. When we 
speak of the Word of God we are 
emphasizing that God is a person and 
that he addresses each of us as a per- 
son. We are stressing that He ex- 
presses a specific will toward each of 
us, finds the carriers or means to an- 
nounce his intention in our personal 
experience, and confronts us seeking 
our personal response. 

The Word of God is the Gospel, 
that is, Jesus Christ incarnate and pro- 
claimed. The concrete will and de- 
cision of God toward every man is 
expressed in that supreme “Event in 
Eternity’ when the Son of God be- 
came a man and lived and died and 
rose again for the salvation of man- 
kind. In this act God said to each of 
us: “For you I have a sacrificing love 
and I promise you the forgiveness of 
sins’. That is God’s will and word. 

But where is the shared language 
through which God can carry his will 
into human experience? He came to 
persons as a Person. Whatever else 
God may be, when he reveals himself 
to human persons he does so as a per- 
son. And he does it as a human being. 
In coming into the humanity of Christ 
God finds a language we can under- 
stand. We can recognize God’s loving 
will in this Man described in the Gos- 
pels. In other words that life was not 
only an event in eternity but also an 
event in history, at a particular time 
and place, namely, Palestine two thou- 
sand years ago. That’s where men find 
themselves— at a time and a place— 
so that’s where God finds them with 
his Word. To speak of the Word of 
God is to point out that Christianity 
is an historical religion springing from 
events. 
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However, all this must get fror 
“there and then” to “here and now 
if it is to enter our personal experi 
ence. Within the stream of histor 
God uses secondary carriers, not th 
voices of angels, not special dreameg 
but the speech and actions of me: 
who proclaim Christ, written recordi 
which describe his life, water an: 
wine and bread in sacraments whic! 
show him within the Christian fel 
lowship. Jesus Christ is the Word 
preaching, Scripture, and sacrament 
are the chief carriers of that Wore 
to us. Always it is personal: God 1 
the human Person of Christ expressing 
himself to other human persons. 


you discover yowre being 
watched 

From this standpoint preaching o: 
proclamation has a certain priority 
over the Bible as a book or the sacral 
ments as objects. In preaching or in 
proclamation (which includes deed 
of loving service, for example) th 
hearer meets a human person and hi 
immediate will. This is the very bes: 
way to suggest that God is “here ano 
now’ as a living Person and active 
will. When a man in his own living: 
burning words or deeds says ‘‘Goc 
loves you’, the hearer is more likely 
to recognize that behind him stand: 
God saying “TI love you, John Jones” 
No reading from records or handing 
of objects so focuses upon the persona. 
confrontation. 


But a third step must follow. The 
hearer must recognize not only thai 
God has spoken in Christ and is speak 
ing now in the present event (preach- 
ing, Bible-reading, sacrament). The 
hearer must recognize God's direct 
claim upon his person. This is the 


immediate work of the Holy Spirit 
within a man’s heart. He must feel 
himself caught in his deepest personal 
experience. Then God has truly spoken 
his Word to that person. 

A good illustration has been sug- 
gested for what should take place 
every Sunday at eleven (and in all 
worship and prayer). Suppose you 
uttend a Broadway play. After days 
af anticipation, after struggling 
hrough traffic, after finding your seat 
n the theater, you settle back com- 
ortably to watch the performance. 
But as the lights begin to dim, a voice 
ylares your name over the loudspeak- 
r! “John Jones, you are wanted on 
he stage to take your place in order 
hat the play may begin.’ You are 


m the spot. You were observing in 
elaxed detachment. Now you are des- 
yerately and deeply involved in the 
ction. 


Lay worker Deaconess 


and center your skills and talents in a church occupation. 
You are needed. Will you choose to qualify? 


For more information, write: 


What's Your Occupational Target? 


YOU can aim to become a 


The Vocational Counselor 

Board of Higher Education, ULCA 
231 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, New York 


Similarly, when we worship or pray 
or read the Bible, we are watching, 
we sift the ideas, we judge what is 
going on. But when in the midst of 
this effort of ours God actually speaks 
his Word to us, we find our whole 
persons suddenly involved, we dis- 
cover that we are being watched, that 
our person is being sifted, that we are 
judged (and forgiven and made new) 
by that Person who is central to our 
existence. This does not mean that true 
worship is always an overwhelming 
emotional experience, but simply that 
God’s Word is always deeply per- 
sonal. 

The initiative is God’s. There is a 
second basic idea behind the use of 
the term “Word of God’ (besides 
the fact that it is biblical!). Better 
than such words as “love”, “will”, 
“light”, and “power”, “word” empha- 
sizes that the first decisive action 1s 


If you eye work in 


Administration 
Teaching 
Parish Ministry 
Secretarial Services 
Medicine, etc. 


Pastor Missionary 
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God’s in the divine-human relation. 
We are passive in receiving words. 
Whereas our eyes can shift and focus, 
our ears are fixed and record whatever 
waves come to them, often despite 
our efforts to attend to something else. 
In a crowd the calling of a name is 
more certain than the pointing of a 
finger in saying “you!’”. And it is 
harder to control the coming of words. 
We have eyelids to stop sight but no 
earlids to stop sound. When God 
chooses to speak to us, he catches and 
holds our attention, unless we take the 
decisively rebellious action of putting 
our hands over our ears! 

To say that we know God only 
through his Word is to point out that 
God is in himself very far from us, 
very different from us, entirely un- 
known and mysterious until he chooses 
to reveal himself to us. It is to stress 
the amazing fact that he does come to 
us across a great gulf. Personal com- 
munication is always across a gap from 
the mystery of one subjective self to 
the equal mystery of another self. 
From the infinite Creator to the finite 
creature this self-to-self Word bridges 


a vast chasm indeed. 

And the initiative is always God’: 
C. S. Lewis uses this illustration. I 
you are a geologist wanting to lear: 
about rocks, the initiative is yours 
You must seek out the stones, brea: 
them open, and inspect them, whill 
they remain entirely inert. If you'n 
a zoologist seeking to learn abou 
mountain goats you've got to be mon 
careful to get their cooperation, if yor 
hope to observe them in their nativ) 
habitat and natural habits. If it’s hu 
man beings you would learn about 
you must secure much more coopera 
tion. They must meet you half way 
Especially if you're a psychoanalye 
concerned for subjective selves, the: 
must open up and reveal themselve: 
or you'll make little progress. Now 
says C. S. Lewis, when it comes t 
knowing God, your searching is of ne 
avail until be finds you and reveall 
something of himself to you. 

The initiative is God’s. Thougl 
God created men, they rebel and cu 
themselves off from him. Thereaften 
every effort to reach God comes ou 
of a selfish will and cannot approacl 


MUHLENBERG—A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 
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Sciences . 


. a strong faculty with majority holding earned doctorates .. 


excellent facilities, including new men’s dormitory, modern girls’ residenc. 

hall on 78-acre campus ... preparation for careers in the church, the medica 

arts, scientific research, law, teaching, business, engineering, forestry . . 
Mr. Harry A. Benfer 


majors in 15 fields. 
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FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 


aim. It is like the man in the quick- 
sand reaching for the tree limb above; 
he harder he strives the faster he 
sinks to destruction. But God comes 
lown. His love and mercy reach out 
for us. His Word resounds in the 
ore of our personal being, bringing 
is up short in the midst of our sinful 
fforts. Our willful struggle to bring 
sven God into owr orbit is broken 
when God himself calls us by name. 
[Then our submission and responsive 
‘yes’ bring us into 47s orbit, where we 
elong as human persons and children 
yf his. To speak of God’s Word is to 
tress the ““downcomingness’” of God, 
he prior action of his overflowing 
nercy. It is to let God be God and 
o let men be created persons. 


Several summers ago I attended a 
onference at the Evangelical Academy 
t Tutzing in southern Germany. 
[here a group of university scholars 
rom many disciplines were comparing 
he methods of investigation used in 
arious fields of study. We heard lec- 
ures on the methods of the physicist 
nd the political scientist. We dis- 
ussed how the artist and the historian 
vorked with their tools. Then a 
earned New Testament scholar spoke. 
Je described his tools and procedures 
s the other specialists had done. He 
old about finding the earliest and 
est manuscripts, about using archeo- 
ogical discoveries and knowledge of 
he thought world of New Testament 
imes. He described how one mastered 
he meaning of a given passage by 
areful reference to the context of sur- 
ounding passages and careful trans- 
ation of the words. He pictured a 
iblical scholar skilled in the use of 
is tools and entirely bent upon mas- 
ering his material. 


But he had a surprise ending for his 
story. He said, in effect, that the pro- 
cedure was successful and rewarding 
only when the seemingly inert ma- 
terials suddenly came alive and them- 
selves mastered the scholar. The end 
result of biblical study came when 
someone spoke compellingly through 
the materials to the scholar, indeed, 
spoke through the scholarly role to the 
man behind the scholar. The scholar 
has mastered the material only when 
God has mastered the scholar! 


This is how it happens at Bible 
study or at worship. The Christian 
hears God’s Word proclaimed, he 
meets a Person, and he finds himself 
addressed by the Lord and Savior of 


his life. aes) 


The idea which here shuts out the 
Second Coming from our minds, the 
idea of the world slowly ripening to 
perfection, is a myth, not a general- 
ization from experience. And it is a 
myth which distracts us from our 
real duties and our real interest. It is 
our attempt to guess the plot of a 
drama of which we are the charac- 
ters. But how can the characters in a 
play guess the plot? We are not the 
playwright, we are not the producer, 
we are not even the audience. We 
are on the stage. To play well the 
scenes in which we are “on” con- 
cerns us much more than to guess 
about the scenes that follow it. 


—C. S. Lewis, The World’s 
Last Night. 
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HYMN 


(to be sung to the Tune of 
For the Beauty of the Earth’’) 
O God, Thou bright and shining ray, 
Be my guide both night and day. 
Lead my feet and help me stay 


Ever in thine own good way. 


Chorus: 
Thy way, O God, is pure and free 
Let me ever stay with Thee. 


Through the darkness be my light, 
Radiant, beaming, ever bright; 

Lead me through the blackest night, 
When I am blind, be Thou my sight. 


Show me the things I ought to do 
Stay by me my lifetime through; 
Let me be from sin set free, 
Living only, all for Thee. 


—by Marianne Zimmerman 


Age 17, Guilford College, N. C. 


—drawing by Marianne Pifer 
Age 16, Ada, Ohio 


YOU’RE READING MORE 


Whether you know it or not, you’re reading more and better 
books than ever before. So says a survey of school and univer- 
sity libraries and state library commissions all over the U.S. 

New York City high school English teachers, report, for ex- 
ample, that in their city, the 13-18 age group accounts for a 
fourth to a half of all books circulated by adult departments 
of the city’s branch libraries. 

One librarian cites four main reasons for the teen-age rush 
to adult books: Competition for college entrance; attractive 
‘packaging’ of classics; interest stirred in various topics by TV 
shows; easy-to-get paperbacks, which have stepped up the read- 
ing habit and led teen-agers to the libraries for still more books. 

The Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, says that what’s happened 
is that young people have got the idea that to be well read (and 
this means classics, in part) is “the thing that is done.” 


What do you think? Zaz 
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EVENTS 


South Carolina Holds 
G. A. Y. Convention 


“Leagued Together, Past, Present, Future’ was the theme of tt 
South Carolina Luther League’s Golden Anniversary Year Convention hel 
August 14-17. 

Nearly 2000 youth and advisors attended the opening pageant, ‘‘Noz 
Other Life,” which depicted LLSC’s progress through “The Beginnin 
Wearsee. [he Expanding Years’; “The Depressing Years’; “The We. 


L. to r.: Fred Williams, Ina Roof, Dr. Charles Shealy. 
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We are happy 


(yes, we're glad we did it!) 


to announce the demise 


(look it up if you don't know what it means!) 


of our old friend Luther life. 


(may he rest in peace!) 


But don't panic, 


- (there's no need to write your congressman! ) 


because you're lucky, 


(you never had it so good!) 


you're going to get TIME OUT! 


(until your present subscription expires!) 
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What's Tine Out? 


Time Out is a new reading magazine of 


the Luther League of America. . . 


Time Out was designed with you in mind 


he first month there'll be: 


Born without arms and possessing 
only parts of legs, seventeen-year- 
old Billy Anderson says, “I hate 
someone who pities himself.” Find 
out what makes a guy like that tick. 


It started with a boy and a girl 
seated in a parked car on a lonely 
road. Soon neither one knew where 
it would end. It’s fiction . . . but 
it could be your story too! 


You're young, and it’s great to be 
alive, unless . . unless, you’re 
young and you live in East Ger- 
many. A report on the problems of 
Christian youth in a Communist 
society. 

“We thought it would be a ball, 
and it was, but not in the way we 
thought!” Opportunities unlimited! 
The story of the LLA British 
Guiana work camp. 


Every month there'll be: 


e “Straight Talk”—honest answers 


to personal problems, written by 
an understanding pastor and _ his 
wife! 

“Youth in the News”—the latest 
info on the interesting things that 
are happening to teenagers! 
“Speak Up!”—a guest youth com- 
mentator, who sounds off about 
something he has on his mind! 
“Booksville, USA” and ‘“What’s 
Flickin’”»—the latest scoop on 
books and movies! 

“We Receive Epistles” — nasty 
letters sent to the poor editor! 
“League Street”—highlights from 
the LLA office, to let you know 
what’s going on! 

“Best Foot Forward’”—happy hints 
on how to keep your foot out of 
everybody else’s mouth! 


You were meant for each other... 


Don'T JUST DANG 
THERE.... 


TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS 
TO TAKE 


TIME OUT 


To send for a subscription just fill The Luther League of Ameri 
out this form, cut along dotted line, 2900 Queen Lane 
enclose $2.50, and mail to: Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvani 


Please enter my name on your list, because I want to get Time Out. 1 a 
enclosing the necessary $2.50 to cover the cost of the subscription. 
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Address 


EVENTS 


Years”; and “The Golden Years.’ This pageant was written and di- 
rected by Fred C. Williams, SCLL Vice President. 


_ At the annual banquet, a giant birthday cake was cut by representa- 

tives of past, present and future: Dr. Charles Shealy, first president; Ina 
Roof, 1959-60 president; and Fred Williams, 1960-61 president. All 
former presidents were invited to the banquet, and only nine were absent. 
Dr. Carl Caughman, a former president, challenged the group to carry 
on the work started fifty years ago and to see that mission work is taken 
up with greater enthusiasm than ever before. Pastor Earl Loadholdt, an- 
other former president of LLSC was convention chaplain. 


The convention adopted LLA’s Guiding Statement on Commercial- 
ism and approved a budget of $6,439.50. A gift of $350.00 was given 
to Our Saviour, West Columbia, the home mission project; and $250.00 
was given to Newberry College the education project. 


At the closing service, the following officers were installed for 1960- 
61: Fred Williams, president; Barbara Frick, vice president; Elma Jean 
Piester, secretary; Georgia Livingston, treasurer; Fred Schott, Christian 
Vocation; Jimmy Park, Evangelism; Gerald Dennis, Missions; Brenta 
Koch, Social Action; Eleanor Houck, Recreation; Linda Corley, Publicity 
and Publications; James Addy, Statistics and Records; Edna Earle Fant, 
Convention Program Chairman; Marion Clark, Parish Education Repre- 
sentative; Marlene Siegmann, Leadership Training. 
The Conference Chairmen are: Blease Graham, Central; Barbara Hawk- 
ins, Newberry; Heyward Brock, Piedmont; Diane Carpenter, Southern; 
Larry Wolff, Western. 


CENTRAL STATES CONVENE . 


FEATURES CREATIVE ARTS CONTEST 


The Central States LL featured a creative arts contest at their con- 
vention at Midland College in August. Winners of the two divisions, 
literature and art, had their registration fee refunded. Theme of the con- 
vention was “Jesus Christ—My Master,” and keynote speaker was Pastor 
Sherf from Alliance, Nebraska. Convention activities included a get-ac- 
quainted carnival with ten side shows, Bible study groups and discussion, 
a showing of the movie “One Foot In Heaven,” and a special sunrise 


service. 


by, 


Contest winners at Central 
States convention |. to r.: 
Judy Schlatter and 
Bellenne Zinsmaster. 


NY-NE LL SETS NEW GOALS 
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SPEAKS ON DISCRIMINATION 


At the 67th state convention of the Synodical Luther League of Nes 
York and New England Miss Faye O'Bryan of New York City was electa 
as the second girl president of this body. 

Faye has served the Luther League as president of the New York Cii 
District, LLA Work Camper, synodical Work Camp Secretary, membe« 
of the Synodical Committee for Luther League, and advisor of the Leagu 
of Transfiguration Church, Bronx, New York. Faye succeeds Dorotlt 
Davis Buerk, who is presently serving as Secretary of the Luther Leagu 
of America. 

Elected with Faye were Bruce Will, Buffalo, Vice President; Nance 
Cole, Rochester, Recording Secretary; Marie Tritchel, New York Citi 
Corresponding Secretary; Kathy Nehlsen, Brooklyn, Treasurer. 

Highlights of the convention were the presentations of the themt 
“Freely Ye Have Received, Freely Give,” by the president of the Unite 
Lutheran Synod of New York and New England, Dr. Alfred L. Beck. 

After much discussion and self-examination, the convention adopte 
the Luther League of America’s ‘Statement on Commercialism’’ as 
guide in planning financial programs for congregational leagues. 

The convention unanimously adopted a resolution to support tH 
United Lutheran Synod of New York and New England’s recommend! 
tion to the United Lutheran Church in America to investigate compant: 
in which the church may hold stock, as to possible discrimatory policie 


to R—The Rev. Henry Brau, Convention Advisor, Nancy Cole, Bruce Wills, Faye 
‘Bryan, Marie Tritchell, Cathy Nehlsen, Dr. Alfred L. Beck, synodical president. 


. employment and public service, and to express its strong protest to 
ich practices. It was further resolved that the Synodical Luther League 
ideavor in its local Luther Leagues and congregations to create a Chris- 
an community which will welcome all men, regardless of racial or social 
ackground. A further resolution was adopted that the Synodical Luther 
eague of New York extend its gratitude to The Rev. Dean E. Sudman 
yr his guidance and participation in the convention program. The Rev. 
ean E. Sudman, Associate Secretary, was the representative from the 
uther League of America. 


NN ______._..__ |e 


WAGNER COLLEGE 
A Coeducational, Liberal Arts College 
With a 76 acre rural campus overlooking New York Harbor 
FULLY ACCREDITED PRE-PROFESSIONAL COURSES 
Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Ministry, Engineering 
(Degrees: A.B., B.S., B.S. in Ed., M.B.A., M.S. in Ed.) 
COMPLETE PREPARATION FOR CAREERS in Business Administration, 
Biology, Chemistry, Medical Technology, Nursing, and Teaching 
STATEN ISLAND 1, NEW YORK 
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“Behold! | bring 
good tidings of great joy 
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all about joy 


by Manfred Meitzen 


1 OR ees in favor of Joy! 
Especially teenagers. Some go to 
a lot of trouble to find it. And some- 
times the search gets out of hand— 
they go on ‘Joy Rides” or take in 
a little too much “Joy Juice.” If Joy’s 
so important, what is it? ? 

The Bible speaks of joy enough. 
Jesus said, ‘‘Hitherto you have asked 
nothing in my name; ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy may be 
full” (John 16:24). In the Beatitudes 
He says, “Rejoice and be glad, for 


your reward is great in heaven” (Mat- 
thew 5:12). Paul wrote to the Gala- 
tians that “the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance: against such there is no law” 
(Galatians 5:22-23). Also he wrote 
in the letter to the Philippians, the 
theme of which is joy, ‘Rejoice in the 
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice” 
(Philippians 4:4). The author of the 
first Epistle of St. Peter writes, “With- 
out having seen him you love him; 
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_.. joy’s all around—in dish soaps, almond bars and a 


planes—but what is it? 


though you do not now see him you 
believe in him and rejoice with un- 
utterable and exalted joy” (1 Peter 
il 433). 

The Old Testament is full of joy. 
In Isaiah 35:1-2 we hear, “The wild- 
erness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abun- 
dantly, and rejoice with joy and sing- 
ing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel 
and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the Lord, the majesty of our God.” 
The Psalms are also filled with joy, 
eA weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing’ (Psalm 30:5). “Thou hast put 
more joy in my heart than they have 
when their grain and wine abound’ 
(Psalm 4:7). One of the Old Testa- 
ment scholars has said that no other 
word is so central to the Old Testa- 
ment as joy. The Christian can hon- 
estly say that joy is his birthright! 


what about me? 

What has this joy, which appears 
so often in the Bible, to do with the 
joys of which we first spoke—joy 
sought by young people? It is neces- 
sary here for us to straighten out a 
few words. Joy itself is used in many 
different senses. There is even a soap 
called “Joy” and a candy called 
“Almond Joy.” The control for the 
elevation of planes is sometimes called 
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the joy stick. For different people | 
can mean happiness, pleasure, or f 
respectively. Joy, enjoyment, hap; 
ness, pleasure, and fun each me 
something different though we sh 
see that Christian joy may certais 
include happiness and pleasure. 

When we speak of joy in the Chr 
tian sense, we mean a positive fe 
ing that does not depend for its me 
vation on our bodily condition. Joy 
a condition of our spirit. Joy does r 
depend on the internal or exterr 
condition of our body. We may ha 
joy in the Christian sense when ~ 
are approaching death. We could ha 
such joy in the midst of sufferir 
Surely we have felt this. You m 
have had to study hard and late 
finish your spring examinations. Y 
may have really been suffering to ¢ 
through them; but you may have f 
a surge of joy at the same time | 
cause you knew that you were co: 
pleting your work and that ye 
vacation was about to begin. 

Paul wrote, ‘As sorrowful, y 
always rejoicing . . .” Joy. in t 
Christian sense can co-exist with su 
fering and sorrow. Joy is closely alli 
with hope. Joy has the element 
expectancy in it. The feeling of ¢ 
pectancy that we have on Friday afte 
noon before a week-end on which ¥ 
have planned a skating party or a F 
dance date, a hunting trip or a to 
to some other city—this is the fe: 


g of joy. 
The Christian has much greater 
ason for rejoicing than this. The 
Id Testament rejoiced because it 
vaited with great expectancy the com- 
g of the Messiah. It is this ex- 
cctancy that is described in Isaiah 
):1-2 which is cited above. The New 
estament people, and that includes 
, rejoice because they await the ful- 
Iment of the Kingdom of God on 
tth. We wait joyously for the Second 
yming of Christ. What amounts to 
e same thing we joyously await ever- 
sting life with God when our lives 
| earth have finished their role. From 
y to day we are joyous because we 
yait new outpourings of the Spirit 
on us, new blessings from God. 
od is so bountiful that we never 
ow what new gift to expect next. 
Joy also has the static element of 
et serenity. Besides the element of 
pectancy, there is also the element 
feeling that all is well with us. 
uis feeling is often attained in wor- 
ip and prayer. Because of what is 
store for us in the future, we are 
tight now. This is a way of ex- 
uining this serene feeling of joy. 
When we fulfill ourselves, we feel 
7, We fulfill ourselves when we 
d how we fit into God's plan of 
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things and do what we should in the 
plan. We do this when we under- 
stand the nature of our hope, or our 
expectancy. Knowing that we ‘“‘be- 
long’ in this world and that, not 
death, but everlasting life and eternal 
communion with God await us, we 
can live secure and with direction. 
For example, when we know through 
faith how we fit into the scheme of 
things, we can choose our vocations 
more easily. The more we live our 
lives so that they will fit into the 
scheme of things as God has ordained 
them, the more we fulfill ourselves. 
With each new fulfillment there is 
more joy. 


what’s enjoyment? 


Enjoyment means something dif- 
ferent from joy. Enjoyment is not a 
feeling of which we should be 
ashamed. The Westminster Catechism, 
very common in the Presbyterian 
Church, even begins, ‘“Man’s chief 
and highest end is to glorify God, 
and fully to enjoy him forever.” En- 


joyment always means possession, that 
is, those things that are ours. We enjoy 
our house, our family, our school, our 
skating party, our hunting trip. Joy 
is never quite our possession. Joy 
arises because we know that we shall 
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get what we are rejoicing over. En- 
joyment arises over having rather than 
over expecting. 

Whereas joy is not dependent on 
what happens to our bodies internally 
or externally, pleasure depends very 
much upon what happens to our 
bodies. Pleasure is determined by our 
senses when we like them. Pain is 
the opposite of pleasure. Pain is de- 
termined by our senses when they dis- 
gruntle us. There is pleasure in eat- 
ing; for in so doing we gratify our 
sensual needs. A glass of cold water 
can bring great pleasure. There is 
pleasure in looking at beautiful scenery 
and pictures, for the sense of sight 
is gratified. There is pleasure in hear- 
ing music, for here our sense of hear- 
ing is gratified. 

Athletic sports are a pleasure be- 
cause they work off the excess energies 
of our bodies and make us feel better. 
They also gratify our sense of competi- 
tion. There is pleasure in rapid motion 
such as is experienced in a jet or to 
a lesser degree in a sports car or even 
at skiing. This brings us pleasure be- 
cause our bodies reach capacities not 
usually available to them. There are 
other pleasures. There is the pleasure 
of rest. There is the pleasure of sex. 
There is the pleasure of craftsmanship. 


bodily pleasures are good 


Pleasures are at the edge or border 
of joy and are not to be despised by 
the Christian. Many people have been 
scared away from the Church for they 
thought that it prohibited pleasures, 
or, at least, prohibited too many pleas- 
ures. The moralisms of some churches 
have made pleasures seem so prohibi- 
tive that many people have drifted out 
of the Church. This is too bad. Jesus 
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took in pleasures. He was even cal 
a glutton and a drunkard by 

enemies. The Old Testament con: 
ered bodily pleasures a gift from G 
and we should too. We said that 

results from our fulfillments achie 
by living in accordance with Go 
scheme of things. Pleasures are li 
fulfillments on the bodily, seng 
level. Pleasures are never to 

despised unless they interfere with 

spiritual joy. This can be a guide 

determining if pleasures are harm 
or not. 


fun is an anesthetic 


Fun ts pleasure that is not creat: 
We generally indulge in fun when 
want to cover up our own wretch 
ness and emptiness. This is why 
often want to leave the house in 
evening and “have some fan.” * 
want this fun to work as an aesth: 
for us, covering up what we do 
like about ourselves, and as a fil 
for what is lacking in ourselves. 

Fun includes all those things t 
we do in search of pleasure dun 
idle hours and that do not help: 
in the long run. We say these thi! 
are not creative. Habitual riding 
the local roller coaster would be 
example of fun. Habitual attendance 
cheap movies or the reading of por 
graphic literature supplies anot! 
example. Inordinate time spent 
cards is uncreative pleasure. Rac 
around town with the gang with 
purpose except the possibility of « 
is fun. Fun does not do anything 
us in the long run. 

Fun is mot necessarily a sin. - 
who would wish to have _ his 
taken up with ‘filler’ and ‘‘anesthet 
when he knows what the real iss 


»? All of us depend on fun to some 
rent. We should make our goal 
ative pleasure—pleasure that helps 
Fun can be turned to creative 
asure. The endless evening card 
mes can be turned to creative pleas- 
», if we try to establish some real 
lowship with the other players. The 
1 of driving the car around town 
| be turned to the creative pleasure 
understanding more and more about 
car and how it works. 


happiness is chancey 

Now that we have distinguished 
, pleasure, and fun, we must try 
say something about what happiness 
There are variations of opinion 
ut what we should mean by hap- 
ess even as there is about joy, 
asure, and fun. It is generally held 
t happiness lasts for a period of 
e, whereas, joy comes in flashes. 
- speak of a period in our lives as 
happy years. Joy 1s more momen- 
Happiness depends very much 
re upon what occurs around us than 
s joy. The word happiness is built 
the root app, which means 
ance.” 

Jappiness depends on what chances 
n us. Happiness is extinguished by 
fortunes such as war, famine, or 
th of a loved one; yet joy may 
ist through them. Happiness is 
e on the surface, while joy is 
ber. Creative pleasure can foster 


i, you cant put joy down on paper, but you can talk 


about what causes it 


happiness. Pleasure and happiness dis- 
tinguish each other in that pleasure is 
more restricted to the sensual and the 
spiritual. Happiness describes the state 
of the whole man. Moreover, hap- 
piness is vulnerable to the things that 
can happen to the body while joy is 
not. 

We have tried to point up some 
characteristics of Christian joy. We 
have further tried to explain what 
Christian joy is by showing what it 
is not. Since joy is a feeling, it is im- 
possible for us to write down in an 
article what joy is. We cannot give 
joy an accurate definition. What we 
can do is to talk about the things that 
cause Christian joy to surge up in us. 
A very important reason for Christian 
joy has already been mentioned. It is 
the expectancy of the blessings of God, 
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whether it be the coming of the King- 
dom of God or the daily blessings that 
we can always expect. 

Joy arises from a sense of the 
thanksgiving to God for all his bless- 
ings to us. The thankful person puts 
himself in a position to be joyous. The 
Old Testament especially is full of this 
joy of thanksgiving. 


joy for Christians 

Joy also arises from being in the 
proper relation with God. When the 
children of Israel obeyed God's com- 
mands, they had joy; when they did 
not obey, their joy was removed. We 
Christians live in the grace of God. 
We are in proper relation to Him 
when we stand justified before Him 
by grace through faith. This is the 
wonderful message of our church. To 
be in such a relation with God is the 
overarching reason for all our joy. 
The fact that we ate free from the 
law is the fundamental cause for joy 
in Paul. 

Another main occasion for joy in 
the New Testament is the fact that 
with the coming of Jesus the Kingdom 
of God is here. This is the joy of the 
wedding feast. With the beginning of 
the Kingdom of God on earth we have 
the promise of the final victory over 
evil. The coming of the Kingdom of 
God as well as the expectancy of the 
final fulfillment of the Kingdom is a 
primary cause for joy. It is a great 
joy for us to be aware that the King- 
dom of God is at hand. Even as the 
Old Testament people awaited its in- 
itiation in Jesus Christ, we await with 
the same joy its fulfillment at the 
end of history. 

Paul finds cause for rejoicing in his 
power to overcome the world. We can 


46 


feel this joy too. Paul sees suffen 
and martyrdom as a cause for joy. 

reasons that if we suffer with Chu 
then we shall be raised with Chu 
Paul finds immense joy in being: 
apostle. There is great joy in spta 
ing the message of Christ about 

world. This is still the great joy, 
evangelism. 

In the Johannine books of the M 
Testament we also hear a good u 
about joy. Many of the causes 
joy that we have mentioned are gil 
in the Johannine books. They « 
emphasize how Christian love cau 


joy. 

The early Church found great 
in their gifts of the Spirit. They fow 
great cause for rejoicing in their abi 
to do miraculous deeds. They fou 
cause for rejoicing just because ti 
belonged to the community called 
Church. They consequently fox 
great joy in coming together for 
Holy Communion. There is joy for 
also in Church membership. Certa: 
we haxe experienced the joy of 
Holy Communion. 


don’t work for joy 

Christian joy is a fruit of the F 
Spirit as Paul emphasizes very clea 
notably in Galatians 5:22 cited abe 
Christian joy is a gift. When 
Spirit moves us to be aware of tl 
various causes for joy, then we bh 
joy. It is a mistake to work at mak 
joy in ourselves. The Holy Spirit - 
give it unto us. We do have a « 
to prepare ourselves to be open’ 
joy when it comes. It is very impor 
for us to remember this relation of 
Spirit to joy. In other words, i 
quite possible for God to make 
rejoice. He can make us rejoice w 


cannot see any reason to rejoice 
rselves. 


joy comes from sorrow 
We should never forget that joy can 
ise out of sorrow. The Christian 
ill not be able to avoid sorrow. But, 
rt the Christian, joy will always 
ally come out of sorrow. Only ex- 
tience can show us how this hap- 
ns. This is the witness of Paul 
en he says, “As sorrowful yet 
ays rejoicing.” Or, in the words 
' the Psalmist, we see it in Psalm 
:5 cited above. Our joys and our 
fferings are closely bound together. 
e believer in Christ differs from 
e non-believer’ not in escaping suf- 
ring, but in turning suffering to joy. 


your birthright 

Are you having enough joy? The 
aristian life supplies it abundantly. 
any things in the Christian life give 
se to it, the greatest cause for joy 
ing that we are accepted as we are 
d justified before God by pure grace. 
ne birthright of the Christian life 
joy. This joy is what each of us 
aves. Yet too often we blot out the 
ssibility of reaching it because we 
2 caught in the web of fun and pleas- 
e thinking that here we might find 
e joy that we crave. Excessive drink, 
esponsible sex, wild adventure, and 
any other things can keep us from 
aining Christian joy. When we have 
perienced the joy of the Spirit, then 
» shall regulate our pleasures to our 
vantage. 

The all important pleasures we 
ight when we were weak in faith 
ll remain important as faith grows, 
t they will have a new place in 
r lives. In this place our pleasures 


will support our joy. I think that we 
find here the joy that we want—yes, 
the joy that the high school student 
and the college student wants also. 
This is the great gift of the Holy 
Spirit to the believer. This gift of joy 
will bring our lives together. It will 
give us more joy than we can have 
on our own. It will give us more than 
enough joy. As the Psalmist wrote, 
“Thou hast put more joy in my heart 
than they have when their grain and 
wine abound.” ware) 


We regret that we mis-identified the 
cover artist for our November issue. 
Merilyn Smith, who was our contrib- 
utor, is a member of the Division of 
College and University Work Staff in 


lowa City, and not a member of the 


Lutheran Student Association as we 


stated. 
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... a party with results 


WORK 
CHRIST 
BACK 
INTO 
CHRISTMAS 


by Fred Williams 


es a look around! What 
you see?—Men and women ru 
ing up and down the streets in « 
out of stores—with their arms pip 
with gifts? OR your neighbor visit/ 
“old Mrs. Smith’ who is unable to ) 
around like the young folks? OR I 
Jones—usually very angry and 
friendly—speaking and waving 
everyone he passes, and even tippt 
his hat to the ladies? Why all 
excitement and sudden change ?—I] 
CHRISTMAS—that’s why ! 

With the Christmas “feeling” 
our bones we have the urge to 
something for others. We fon 
about ourselves and center our att 
tion upon our family, our friend! 
yes, and even our enemies! 


Usually our parties are held wa 
ourselves as the center of attentit 
This Christmas let’s make a cham 
Let’s have a party which every memt 
of the congregation will rememth 
No, we can’t invite everyone—and 
we could, not everyone could atte} 
So we must let them enjoy the I 
SULTS of the party. 


Our plan is to “work” CHRil 
back into Christmas! First, we mi 
invite the members of the Lut! 
League to the party. Hold the pa 
in your church’s fellowship hi 
Create some interest among 
Luther Leaguers by using an inv} 
tion similar to this: 


| 
| 
/ 
| 
| 


Wrigley’s, Dentyne, or Beechnut 
No matter what the kind, 

Wax warm with an acceptance 
Don’t let it slip your mind. 

You're invited to a party 

‘lease chews (choose) to be with us 
it the Luther League “fort’’. 

iy gum! What’s your report? 

-11 p.m. St ontysel:. Le 
Dec. 15 Thistown, A.D. 


ittach some chewing-gum to the in- 
itation. Use the red and green 
mapper gum for Christmas color! 


OW plan to greet the guests as 
-N they enter the room. As a favor 
ive each Luther Leaguer a white 
nvelope with his or her name brightly 
tinted on the outside. Place addi- 
onal Christmas trimmings or deco- 
ations on the outside, if you wish. 
aside the envelope should be a card 
ith a list of the “work” or “projects” 
) be done at the party. As the guests 
rtive, the Luther Leaguers can be 
canning the list and deciding which 
project’ they desire to undertake. 
the envelope can be pinned on the 
uther Leaguer’s clothes and _ thus 
srves aS a name tag. 

As the Luther Leaguers arrive you 
rant them to become absorbed in the 
hristmas ‘‘feeling’’ of helping others. 
o be sure to have a record player— 
stereo” would be terrific! Use such 
wusic as “Joy to the World”, ‘Silent 
light”, “O Holy Night”, and the 
umerous other records that bring to 
ur thoughts the true meaning of 
hristmas. Remember—we want to 
work” CHRIST into Christmas. 

Decorations for the room would 
elp to create that Christmas “feel- 
iz”. Nothing elaborate, just a few 


simple centers of attraction, hanging 
streamers of bright paper, or a huge 
beautiful Christmas tree. 

Now for the projects. Remember 
the little ones — children — in the 
church. First, leave the party deco- 
rations—if they are not in the way. 
Then, expand them to every one of 
the Children’s Sunday School rooms. 
They will enjoy brightly colored 
streamers and attractive nativity scenes. 
This will aid the teachers as they at- 
tempt to explain how CHRIST and 
Christmas are connected. 

Next, we must remember the adults 
of our congregation. What a joy it 
would be for the Luther Leaguers to 
prepare a Christmas devotion booklet. 
This would be well received by the 
adults and it may even give some 
families that “‘first start’ towards a 
daily family worship period. This 
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project should be neatly done, if we 
expect it to be used. Preparing the 
booklet will provide an opportunity 
for your Luther League to use the 
talents of your artist, Biblical scholars, 
authors, poets, music experts, typist, 
and even the hand folders. 

Make an attractive cover for the 
booklet. Be sure that it depicts the 
Christmas season and follows the 
theme that you have chosen for the 
entire booklet. 
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The booklet could give a suggested 
devotion for each day from Christmas 
until New Year’s Day. Be most care- 
ful in selecting the contents. This is a 
major project and can have far-reach- 
ing results, if you will give each de- 
votion much thought and thorough 
planning. We suggest: Scripture read- 
ings, hymns, prayers, meditations, 
orders of services, and poems for the 
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booklet. Be sure to use a good variety 
in each devotion. Give suggestions as 
to how the material may be used; for 
example, hymns may be sung, read, 
sung as a solo, read silently, or spoken 
together. Whatever you use, make it 
interesting, inspiring, and original. 
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E must not forget the shut- 

ins and sick. These people are 
always warmly grateful for any kind 
deed which you—the young people— 
will do for them. Sometimes these 
people feel low and aren’t too cheer- 
ful. It is our job to cheer them and 
make their world bright. With the 
use of a small one foot tree—similar 
to a Christmas tree—we can begin the 
brightness of their atmosphere. Paint 
the tree with gold or silver paint. 
Then on the limbs of the tree place 
small colored envelopes with a card 
in.each. On the cards write encourag- 
ing words from the Bible or other 
resources. The colored envelopes will 
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give the tree the bright trimming 
needs and the words will help brighte 
and encourage the sick or shut-ins. 


Now here comes the fun! TH 
booklet and these trees must be & 
livered to the families. Don’t sen 
them! If you make a personal visit an 
leave the booklets and trees, you wi 
be fulfilling a two-fold purpose—ou 
of sharing the Christmas “‘feeling”’ an 
another of Evangelism through a pa 
sonal contact. Consider this as in 
portant as the making of the projec 
themselves. If there is not time a 
the night of the party to attend 
this, plan to return on another nig} 
and complete the project of “wor: 
ing’’ CHRIST back into Christmas. 

Now, when everything is complete: 
settle down for refreshments. Hos 
wonderful a cup of cocoa with 
marshmallow would taste. Then nir 
fresh home-made cookies. 


With the music filling the air, th 
voices of happy leaguers soundin 
forth, and several well prepare 
projects completed, close the evenim 
party with a worship period. Take th 
Luther Leaguers into the chuta 
sanctuary. There let everyone sit 1 
silence and meditate for a few min 
utes on the wonders of Christmas an: 
on the part they can play of ‘work 
ing’ CHRIST into His very own da 
—CHRISTMAS! 


WORD 
OF THE 
M O N als an Lovingkindness 


This is the ninth in a series on important biblical words and ideas. Be sure to check 
the scripture references mentioned. Studies of ali these words—some familiar, some 
new to leaguers—are prepared by Dr. Victor R. Gold of the Pacific Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary. 


¢¢p OVINGKINDNESS” is a word which seems to explain itself as one says 

it. This explanation conforms well with a group of current ideas about 
the nature of God and our relationship to Him. This group of ideas depicts 
God as One Whose boundless love was demonstrated in Jesus Who came to 
save all mankind out of the goodness of His heart. The problem here is that 
too frequently the implications in this statement are such that Jesus becomes 
an almost characterless do-gooder whose mission in life seems to be to avoid 
a fight. This image stands in astonishing contrast to the dynamic individual 
Who drove the cheats out of the Temple (Jn. 2:13-17; see Mk. 11:15-17), 
Who blasted away at His detractors (Mt. 12:33-37) and Who demanded the 
maximum of His followers (Mt. 10:34-42). And to depict God, the Father, 
as anyone other than a doting, somewhat senile personage, strikes many as being 
perhaps true of the ruthless, unsympathetic (to them) image of God in the 
Old Testament, but certainly not of the patient, commiserating, indulgent per- 
son they have associated with the New Testament. So the term “lovingkindness,” 
though meaningful in itself, has suffered from the reduction of the stature of 
God which has taken place among us. 

Involved in all of this is the feeling that for a man to openly express love 
is to be effeminate, and kindness is a matk of weakness. A “real man’’ doesn’t 
have to be kind—just strong! Then, too, our whole idea of love has been 
distorted by the superficial romantic and sexual emphases often associated with 
it in our daily usage. So we are working at a sizeable disadvantage when we 
come to discuss another of the most meaningful words in Scripture, “loving- 
kindness.” 

A second problem is that of translation. It will be noted that in the RSV 
“lovingkindness” is frequently replaced by “steadfast love” or “loyalty.” And 
in many places where these words appear in the RSV, the King James Version 
has ‘grace, mercy, pity, kindness, compassion, or a similar term. On the other 
hand, the RSV also translates the word in question in different ways. ‘“Loving- 
kindness” or “steadfast love” translates the Hebrew word hesed (héh’-said). 
Because of the many different translations for this word, we shall use the Hebrew 
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word more frequently in this study than has been our practice, in the series. I| 
evety language there are words which, because of the experience of the peopl 
who speak that language, are filled with a meaning which can be translates 
only by the use of many words, or a sentence, or a descriptive paragraph. Hesea 
which occurs more than 250 times in the Old Testament, is such a word. 


S in the case of “redeemer’’ and “‘covenant’’ we find that “lovingkindness; 
(4esed) is used in describing relationships between individuals, with spe 
cial emphasis on the family and the covenant relationships (which are not com 
pletely separate from each other either). In Gen. 20:13 (‘‘kindness’’) it is use: 
of the relationship between Abraham and his wife, Sarah. In Gen. 24:49 (‘“‘loy 
ally”) it is used to describe the relationship which should exist within tht 
wider circle of the family (Bethuel, Rebekah’s father, was Abraham’s nephew) 
The term is similarly used when Joseph swears that he will return the bod! 
of his father, Jacob, to Canaan for burial (Gen. 47:29, again translated “‘loy 
ally’). 

Other examples of the “non-religious” use of besed may be found in tht 
book of Ruth, where Boaz used it of Ruth (Ruth 3:10). The sesed shows 
Moses by the Kenites (Moses’ wife was a Kenite; Ex. 3:1; 18; Judges 4:11” 
is the basis for Saul’s sparing them when he attacked Amalek two centurie: 
later (I Sam. 15:6). It described the relationship between a host and his gues 
(Gen. 19:19; Josh. 2:12, 14 [ “deal kindly’’}). 


Oe the family relationship was that between David and Jonathan 
(I Sam. 23:18; see last month’s discussion of covenant). Here the covenan: 
executed between them not only assured David of the succession to the throne 
but after the death of Jonathan it resulted in David’s taking Jonathan’s son: 
Mephibosheth (Mephibaal), into the palace family (II Sam. 9). Hesed alsc 
described the relationship between a king and his subjects. Abner referred to 
his longstanding loyalty (besed) to the house of Saul when Ishbaal (Ish: 
bosheth), Saul’s son, accused him of improper conduct. The quality of esec 
was also expected of kings (Prov. 20:28 ["loyalty’}]; Ps. 101:1; Isa. 16:5 
see also the reference to David above). The writer of II Chronicles notes tha‘ 
Joash did not show hesed to Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada—to whom he owec 
the crown (II Chron. 24:22). Ben-hadad of Damascus relied for the safety 
of his life on the “kindness” (hesed) of the kings of Israel after his defeat 
at Aphek (note that a covenant later follows between Ahab and Benhadad; | 
Kgs. 20:31-34). 

_ In all of the examples which we have noted, the term hesed seems to de 
scribe a relationship which is the result of duty or law. The obligation may be 
imposed by family ties, by position in life, or certain other situations. But 
sense of duty or obligation is involved in all of these. Now if we apply thi: 
to God, as we began this discussion, this might not seem too fat removed from 
the facts, anyway. For many of us seem to have the idea that God “owes” us 
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His kindness and mercies; after all, we are His creatures, created “in His image” 
and so the ties of family obligation are there. Let us see if this is consistent with 
the way in which Scripture deals with that aspect of the subject. 


| mA * noted in last month’s discussion of covenant, though the prophets do not 

often mention the word covenant, the whole of their proclamation is based 
upon the fact that a covenant has existed between God and Israel and that 
Israel has violated it, thus being subject to the resultant punishment. Included 
in the descriptions of a proper relationship between the people and God is 
the word hesed. God expects faithfulness, kindness (hesed), and the knowledge 
of God, but instead finds all sorts of evil (Hosea 4:1-2; the translation ‘“‘kind- 
ness’ here and elsewhere is a bit weak). Israel’s sense of responsibility to God 
is as short-lived as confirmation promises sometimes are (Hos. 6:4, see also 
12:7; “love” is an inadequate translation for besed; Hosea uses another word 
for “‘love”’). This basic sense of responsibility is more importent to God than 
meaningless, though very pious, acts (Hos. 6:6, see also 10:12; “‘steadfast love’ 
has a sense of obligation or duty and so is a better translation, though ‘‘stead- 
fast loyalty’” would perhaps be better). The same motif is used by the prophet 
Jeremiah (2:2). Micah uses it in the classical description of man’s proper re- 
lationship with God (6:8). In the difficult days after Judah’s return from the 
Exile (after 538 B.C.) the prophet Zechariah appealed to the people to demon- 
strate their relationship with God by showing hesed to their fellows (Zech. 
7:9). A person who practiced hesed was called hasid (hah-seed’; another form 
of the word hesed; Ps. 37:28, “his saints; Micah 7:2, “godly man’’). 

In this sense, esed continues to have the meaning of duty or obligation 
which the godly man, or the man in the covenant relationship, has to God. 
While many feel that this sort of sense of compelling obligation is restricted 
to the ‘legalistic’ Old Testament, there seems to be little difference here from 
Jesus’ words, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with 
all thy soul and with all thy mind’ (Matt. 22:37; see Deut. 6:5). Or, recall 
the concluding words of Luther’s explanation to the first article of the Apostles’ 
Creed, “. . . for all of which I am duty bound to thank, praise, serve and 
obey him.” There is no freedom without responsibility and this is true of Chris- 
tian freedom as well. We are not obligated to serve God so that we might be- 
come acceptable to Him and be called hasid (one who practices steadfast love 
or lovingkindness, one who is righteous and godly). We are obligated because 
He has accepted us as we are, has made us His own, and has given us the 
privilege of sharing His love and life now and forever. He has made us free 
from the bondage of sin and death, but in accepting this freedom, we have 
also accepted the responsibility to live as the children of God we now claim 
to be. The idea of covenant and its implications, of hesed and its implications 
are as true for the New Testament believer as they were for the Old Testament 
believer (with the modifications noted in last month’s discussion ). 

The real depth of the term hesed is reached in its use to describe God's 
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relationship to men. Here again one is in the context of the covenant idea. The 
prayer of Eliezer of Damascus (Gen. 24:12) recalls the promise God had made 
to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3). The same promise is recalled in Jacob’s prayer just: 
before he had to confront Esau (Gen. 32:10). In the account of the covenant 
in Exodus, God says that He is one “showing steadfast love to thousands of 
those who love me and keep my commandments” (Ex. 20:6; see also Deut: 
7:9). So within the covenant relationship, God has assumed obligations toward 
those who share that relationship with Him. But what happens when the 
covenant is broken and the covenant obligations no longer apply ? This was the 
case throughout Israel’s history and is our own situation today. Once we have 
broken the covenant the obligations which God had assumed are no longer 
binding. He owes us nothing. 


IN spite of this rupture of the relationship, however, God continucs to shows 
His covenant people mercy and love. This is over and beyond any of the 
covenant obligations, and yet is equivalent to them. This unmerited steadfasti 
loyalty of God to an unthanking, disloyal people is also called hesed (see Micah 
7:18-20, esp. v. 20). This sort of relationship is described in God’s promise 
to David and his house (II Sam. 7:14-16, esp. v. 15; see also Pss. 89:20-24, 
esp. v. 24, and 132:8-10, esp. v. 10). In the prayer before his coronation. 
Solomon recalls the relationship between David and God (I Kgs. 3:6). In the 
great hymn in praise of the hesed (‘‘steadfast love’) of God, Psalm 136, we note 
that God’s hesed was shown in Israel's deliverance, even before the covenant ati 
Sinai had been executed (see also Ps. 118:1-4; these are probably liturgical pieces 
similar to the new Kyrze in the Service Book.) Just as God deals with unmerited 
kindness with His people after they have broken the covenant, so He is under- 
stood to have similarly dealt with them before the covenant actually came inte 
being. 

As parents do not exclude children from the family when they have done 
something wrong, so God does not exclude His children when they have erred— 
unless they persist in their waywardness and refuse to return to Him. In’ 
“tighteousness, justice, steadfast love and mercy’? God will restore His people 
to Himself if they will but return (Hosea 2:19-23; see also Isa. 54:8, 10). 
The worst thing that could happen to Israel would be God’s removal of His 
steadfast love (and mercy) for this would then leave them hopelessly lost (Jer. 
16:5). But God does not irrevocably reject those who were His people. He 
will accept them back as a father does his errant child (Jer. 31:1-9, esp. v. 9; See 
the parable of the Prodigal Son, Lk. 15-11-32). For the same reason the Church 
does not re-baptize an individual who has left the company of God's people 
but later returns. God, in His steadfast love, receives that person back into 
the family circle on the same basis on which he was first received. 


BU it must be understood that God is not compelled to re-instate His people, 
or such persons. He does this out of love which expresses itself in loyalty 
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to a covenant which we have broken. Thus, though understood in terms of 
the covenant, God’s esed toward man extends immeasurably beyond the con- 
ditions of that covenant. It is for this reason that we can come to Him “as 
dear children come to their dear father’—as Luther puts it in his explanation 
to the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. If we understand that breaking His 
covenant actually sentences us to punishment and to be again banished from 
the presence of God we can begin to see something of the goodness of God in 
His allowing us to return. But we must return. He offers us opportunities but 
does not compel us to accept them. If we stubbornly reject these opportunities, 
we, as Israel and Judah of old, will be punished. While God does not willingly 
afflict man (Lam. 3:32-33), this is His only alternative when man rejects Him. 
Existence outside the presence of God is eternal death; everyone who is not a 
child of God is dead, but doesn’t know it! There is nothing weak or soggily 
sentimental about this. It is the hard fact of life—and death (see Mt. 12:30-32). 
And again, it isn’t just true of the Old Testament. The “rebirth” of which 
Jesus speaks in John 3:3 is that event by which a people, or a person, who was 
without a name (as the Old Testament spoke of those outside of the covenant 
relationship; see Isa. 43:1; 45:3), a people with a name, the children of God 
(the “Father’s name written on their foreheads,” Rev. 14:1). But one can be 
a child of God only within this relationship, and can return to God only if 
he has been in this relationship. This is the Lesed which God has shown His 
people in the ages past, to which the words of Scripture and the experience of 
God’s people through the centuries abundantly testify. 


N the New Testament, the word esed does not occur, of course. The numer- 
ous attempts of the Greek version of the Old Testament to translate the 
word re-appear in the Greek terms of the New Testament which describe the 
unique relationship which exists between God and His people. The enduring 
love of God so often noted in the New Testament reflects God’s steadfast love 
und mercy to a thousand generations, as the Old Testament writer expressed it 
(Deut. 7:9, see 5:10). The covenant obligation of hesed toward God and one’s 
Fellow man exists for the New Testament believer as it did for the believer 
n the Old Testament. This concept then, which is the living substance of the 
‘ovenant relationship, so to speak, is found throughout Scripture. But it is not 
imited to Scriptural experience. It is by the hesed (lovingkindness) of God 
hat we have become His children. It is by the same hesed that we are per- 
nitted to come to Him through Jesus Christ, confess our sins, be forgiven and 
se allowed to remain a part of the “kingdom of priests,” the “holy nation” 
(Ex. 19:6; see Rev. 1:6), the communion of saints, the Holy Christian Church. 
27 
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SEED TIME 


«.. grant that the living seed of thy word may every. 
where be sown plenteously, and that the fruits there« 
of may abound by thy grace unto life everlasting ... 


These passages, taken from the Propers for December, have been arrangeo 
for your Bible study or private devotional period. They may be used daily— 
omitting Sunday—or three times during the week. Each passage is considerea 
first in an explanation, secondly in an application. SEED TIME for Decembeis 
was prepared by The Rev. J. B. Bedenbaugh. 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 4 
Monday: read Malachi 4:1-6 


In the last two verses of the Old Testament (Malachi 4:5,6), Elijah makes his las: 
appearance in the Old Testament. His fearless championing of the worship of the one 
true God against Baal-worshiping Jezebel and her weak husband Ahab is one of the 
most dramatic stories to come out of the past. (See I Kings 17-19.) The name oi 
Elijah (the Greek form is Elias) is found not less than thirty times in the New Testa: 
ment. Elijah came to be regarded as one who would return and prepare the way for the 
Messiah. 


Tuesday: reread Malachi 4:1-6 


Elijah makes his New Testament debut in Lk. 1:17, the angel’s announcement that 
the child to be born to Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a mission “in the spirit an& 
power of Elijah”. Although there were some who remembered that John was not 
altogether pleased to be thought of as Elijah (John 1:21,25), it was generally held im 
New Testament times that John had fulfilled the prophecy that Elijah would returm 
(Mt. 11:14; Mt. 17:9-13; Mk. 9:9-13). So impressive had been the work of Elijak 
that there were those who believed that Jesus was the returned Elijah (Mt. 16:14; Mk: 
SEP Ile, Gio). 


Wednesday: read Romans 15:4-13 


The last verse of this lesson is one of the richest and most packed-with-meaning of 
the New Testament benedictions. Look at the loaded words: hope, joy, peace, believing,, 
power of the Holy Spirit. So significant is hope in the vocabulary of Christian faith that 
God can be spoken of as “the God of hope.” To the millions bound in the dark 
dungeons of the Devil, the Gospel says: “We do not know what is coming to the world, 
but we do know Who is coming to the world. We do not know what the world holds, 
but we do know Who holds the world.” And this gives the Christian something to sing) 
about with joy and exultation. The joy of the Christian comes not from a God who 
winks good-naturedly at evil, but from a God Who through Christ forgives sin and! 
gives us His Holy Spirit. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy 


Thursday: reread Romans 15:4-13 


One of the hymns of the church has a series of questions and answers. One stanza’ 
asks: ‘‘Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown?” The answer is given: “Jesus we 
know and He is on the throne.” The peace which Christ brings is a gift which does 
not deny or explain away tension and difficulty but brings victory in the midst of it. 
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This victory comes through the power of the Holy Spirit working through faith. The 
‘Gospel is no “sedative for the people’; it is God’s dynamite. 


. 
Friday: read Luke 21:25-33 


The first part of this lesson belongs to a type of religious literature known as 
apocalyptic. Apocalyptic says that when the sorry mess we have made of the world gets 
‘cleared up God will do it, not man. The first, middle, and final fact of human life is 
God Who is working out His purpose through the processes of history and will bring 
His will to pass when He intervenes in human affairs and brings an end to history. Apo- 
calyptic gives us, therefore, a needed antidote to the moralism and humanism of our 
day. Sin becomes not just ignorance, misdirected energy, or maladjustment which humans 
can conquer as they lift themselves by their own shoe strings. Sin is a perversion of 
will and a disruption of relationship with the God Who alone can deal with sin. 
Apocalyptic offers a rebuke to Swinburne’s lines, “Glory to man in the highest, for man 
is the master of all things’; and shows us that we really ought to put it this way: “Glory 
to man at his highest, for his highest comes from God!” 


Saturday: reread Luke 21:25-33 

Tomorrow is Universal Bible Sunday. As you think about the place of the Bible in 
your life, consider the meaning of Luke 21:33. The eternal Word of God stands forever, 
and we know about this Word only through the Bible. 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 11 


Monday: read Isaiah 40:1-8 

Amid the changes and the ups and downs of modern life, we have the assurance 
that the Word of God is ever reliable and dependable. It is appropriate that on Universal 
Bible Study our Old Testament lesson is an oracle which concludes with a resounding 
emphasis upon the certainty of God’s Word which “will stand for ever'’ (Isaiah 40:8). 
God’s Word known to us through the Scriptures is not subject to the decay and change 
which we see in the world around us. 


Tuesday: reread Isaiah 40:1-8 

The message of comfort which permeates Isaiah 40-55 rings through the first eight 
verses of chapter 40. God’s people have been in bondage to conquerors from Babylon, 
but now God announces through His prophet that His people are to be delivered. What 
greater comfort could have come to God’s people at such a time as this? It is the 
continuing task of God’s prophets to afflict the comfortable and to comfort the afflicted. 
To the self-satisfied and the complacent God’s Word comes like a piercing two-edged 
sword. To the downtrodden, the oppressed, the afflicted God’s Word comes with healing 
balm. How often it is that we must be afflicted by the searching realization of our 
shortcomings and unworthiness before we can really receive the assurances of God's 


-omfort. 


Wednesday: read I Corinthians 4:1-5 

St. Paul tells the Corinthians that he is a slave of Christ and a steward of the 
mysteries of God. Very often the apostle uses the language of slavery to describe his 
relationship with Christ. Being a slave means being bound in service to only one master. 
Other allegiances there may be, but these must be put in their proper place. If this 
seems undemocratic, we must remember that the democratic way is not a matter of 
Jivine revelation; and it seems a mark of human nature that we shall be enslaved to 
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either one master or another. Paul acknowledged enslavement to Christ alone. And ij} 
this slavery he found true freedom. When one is not a slave of Christ, he is masteres 
by his ego, his drives, his ambitions; and these lead from enslavement to enslavement. T' 
be a slave of Christ is to be completely free to live as God’s child. 


Thursday: reread I Corinthians 4:1-5 


His stewardship of the mysteries of God was a mighty compelling force in St 
Paul’s life after the experience on the Damascus road. A steward is a trustee, one to whor} 
something has been entrusted. Whatever is entrusted is not the property of the stewards 
it is the property of the owner who appoints the steward. Paul’s stewardship means tha 
he has been entrusted with the mysteries (the secrets) of God. God has committed ti 
the apostle what only God can make known and commit to human beings, the reveale« 
secrets of His Gospel. Paul is, therefore, saying that he has been made a steward of thd 
Gospel of God which comes to us in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Friday: read Matthew 11:2-10 


The human needs which Jesus Christ fulfills are just as real for the twentieth! 
century man as they were for the Jew of the first century. Man’s “heart is filled wit! 
longing” for that which he himself cannot supply. The question to which he must gé@& 
an answer is, basically: “Are you he who should come or must we look for another?‘ 
(Matthew 11:3). If a man does not find the needs of his soul met in Jesus Christ, hé 
has not realized the most real needs of his real self. The irony of the matter is that eac% 
man must himself answer for himself the question that John and his disciples directes 
to Jesus. Is Jesus the kind of Saviour for whom my heart yearns? Or do I look t# 
intellectual attainment, wealth, prestige, or to any of a host of false messiahs for me 
basis for purposeful living? That question is the critical question. It is the basis not onll 
for future judgment but for the judgment of each man in this life. 


Saturday: reread Matthew 11:2-10 


Upon what basis can the fundamental question about Jesus be answered? Jesus 
Himself indicated the line of approach: ‘Go tell John the things that you are seeins 
and hearing” (Matthew 11:4). The question can be answered satisfactorily not bé 
doctrines alone, but by the witness of the heart to the truth of God in Christ. That 
was the apostles’ line of approach. Peter and John confronted those who were oppose 
to their witness not with philosophy, but with a testimony to what they knew fro 
firsthand experience: “'. . . we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acti 
4:20). No wonder the apostles’ adversaries “recognized that they had been with Jesus’ 
(Acts 4:13b). They knew one who “spoke so that his words became alive and walker: 
up and down in the hearts of his hearers’. 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 18 
Monday: read Deuteronomy 18:15-19 


One of the many hopes of the Hebrews in Old Testament times which were fulfillee 
in Christ is stated in Deuteronomy 18:15, the coming of ‘“‘a prophet’. John thi 
Baptizer refused this title, according to John 1:21,25. Peter applied the passage it 
Deuteronomy to the events that had taken place since the coming of Christ. Thinl 
about the portrait of Jesus in the New Testament against the backdrop of the prophe: 
described in our lesson: (1) He will be like Moses; (2) God will put His words is 
the prophet’s mouth; (3) The prophet will speak these words; and (4) There will bs 
dire consequences for those who do not give heed. | 

’ 
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uesday: read Isaiah 40:9-11 


Again we have a lesson from the great prophet who spoke God’s message to His 
eople while they were in Babylonian exile. The resounding theme of Isaiah 40-55 is 
comfort. This comfort is good tidings. It is not news about what the people of God 
ave been doing or plan to do. In a great many ways, this would not be good news at 
Il. Little reason to get up on a high mountain and lift up the song of Israel’s deeds! 
he message which is worth climbing every mountain and shouting from every housetop 
is news about what God is about to do. He is about to visit His people with redemption 
nd peace. 


ednesday: read Philippians 4:4-7 

These four verses out of “a love letter from a spiritual father to his children in 
he faith” are full of meaning for hearts filled with expectancy in view of the glad 
festival of our Lord’s entrance into human life—a fact grounded in God’s graciousness 
coward man. Paradoxically—what mind can get a grasp on the mysteries of our faith 
without thinking in paradoxes?——Advent is a season of repentance and joy—repentance 
stemming from a consciousness of sin that conditions the child of God to receive 
Christ anew into the depths of his being, and joy in the realization of Christ’s power 
as Redeemer from sin and the militant powers of evil. 


Thursday: reread Philippians 4:4-7 


St. Paul faces the issue squarely. From the confines of a prison he bursts forth into 
an exultant hymn and invites his readers to join with him. Here is a man who literally 
lives for the spreading of the Gospel separated from vast hordes of people who need 
his ministry. Here is one who loves freedom restricted by prison life. Yet he can say 
to his friends on the outside: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice.” Is he 
mad? Has he been utterly hardened by the blows of those who work against him? 
Far from it. Paul has laid hold on a power—rather, he has been captured by a Person, 
Who remade Him through and through. His fellowship with that Person is a joy-full 
experience. 

Advent must be viewed with the eyes of faith. The natural eye cannot look backwards 
and forwards at the same time. And that is what must be done to enter into the 
awesome fact of Advent. Now we approach the commemoration of the glorious fact of 
the Incarnation of our Lord which must in a real sense be re-enacted in us if it is to be 
vital reality for us, realizing that not only Incarnation, but also Crucifixion and Resurrec- 
ion are accomplished facts and present realities. How can we enter into one without 
natticipating in the others? The Lord is near in a special way to those in whose 
sxperience His whole life has been re-lived. 


Friday: read John 1:19-28 

John the Baptizer gave his life for the message of repentance which he brought. 
Jardy, robust, muscular, suntanned—John the Baptizer prepared the way for the coming 
sf the Saviour. In the words of our Gospel (John 1:23), his preaching was “the voice 
yf one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord’. He created quite a 
ensation, this heavy-bearded hermit scantily dressed in camel's hair with a leather girdle 
bout his waist. It wasn’t because he soft-pedaled the truth; when the hypocritical 
Yharisees and Sadducees joined the throngs that were listening to him and being 
yaptized he called them a brood of snakes and completely shattered their self-sufficient 
Jaims that they were the children of Abraham. This man whose diet was grasshoppers 
nd honey preached a stern Gospel of fruitful repentance. 
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Saturday: reread John 1:19-28 
An Indian educator came to the United States and observed: ‘The whole structur 
is founded on the surprising premise that the physical body is the first concern of society 
collectively and individually. Physical welfare within certain limits is, of course, vital 
But I believe that the civilized society of tomorrow will use 20 per cent of its time ii 
supplying physical needs instead of 75 per cent to 90 per cent, as you in the United States..: 
“A voice by Jordan’s shore, 
A summons stern and clear; 
Repent! be just, and sin no more! 
God’s judgment draweth near!’’ 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 25 
Monday: read Isaiah 9:2-7 


“Tsaiah ‘twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind, 

With Mary we behold it, 

The Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

She bore to men a Saviour, 

When half spent was the night.’ 


GOOD STUDENTS WANTED AT 


THIEL COLLEGE 


Lutheran College of the Liberal Arts and Sciences 


WHERE? Greenville, Pennsylvania: 70 miles north of Pittsburgh; 
70 miles east of Cleveland; 60 miles south of Erie. 

WHAT IS OFFERED? 23 majors in humanities, science, busi- 
ness, and teaching; Bachelor of Arts (humanities or science 
majors), Bachelor of Education, and Bachelor of Business 
Administration. 

WHAT’S NEW OUT THERE? Some new buildings (science build- 
ing and dormitories); a distinctive ‘Junior Year Abroad” 
program; an old history (since 1866) but a new spirit 
of service and commitment with each new academic year; 
some interesting new ventures in music, the fine arts, 
and drama. 

CAN YOU GET IN? Only if you want to work seriously to get 
an education. You must take the Scholastic Aptitude Tests 
and the Achievement Test of the College Boards. 

WHEN SHOULD YOU APPLY? In your junior year if possible. 
We cannot accept many students who apply. We want 
only those students who really desire to study in a 
College of the Church, and who have demonstrated their 
ability to apply themselves. 


For information, please write to 


DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS, THIEL COLLEGE 
GREENVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 


en 
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Tuesday: reread Isaiah 9:2-7 


“The world is very evil; 

The times are waxing late; 

Be sober and keep vigil; 

The Judge is at the gate: 

The Judge that comes in mercy, 
The Judge that comes with might, 
To terminate the evil, 

To diadem the right.” 


Wednesday: read Titus 2:11-14 


According to the Christmas story in Matthew, the purpose of Jesus’ coming into the 
was to bring salvation to His people (Matthew 1:21). The New Testament 

ristians found salvation in Him, and the author of Titus speaks of the appearance of 
God’s grace for the salvation of all men (2:11). Upwards of 200 times the idea of 
salvation is found in the New Testament. People are saved from physical illness, from 
danger, from lostness, from wrath, from sin. The basic meaning of salvation is deliverance. 
[In Christ we are delivered from bondage to Satan so that we may be slaves of Christ. 


Thursday: read I John 4:7-16 
; This love of God defies definition in words. It can only be embodied in personality. 


The one supreme and unique embodiment of this love is in the person and work of 
Christ. As a commentary on I John 4:7-16, read Paul’s “love chapter’, I Corinthians 13, 
substituting the word “Christ” for “‘charity’’ or “‘love’’. 


Friday: read Luke 2:1-14 


What the prophets had but dimly foreseen, what sages and seers had groped for in 
ignorance, what kings had fearfully anticipated—all of this and much more too came 
into the world on the first Christmas night. God from eternity had willed that His people 
should be saved from their sins. His plan came to its climax and grand fulfillment with 
he coming of Christ. Wise men worshiped Him with their gifts. Shepherds adored Him 
and brought to others the glad tidings of His coming. The heavenly host proclaimed His 
coming with joyful exultation. The Babe Whose coming marked the dividing point in 
quman history disturbed a disgruntled king, and from that time forth kings and monarchs, 
‘crowns and thrones have fallen down before Him. The people who had walked in dark- 
less now saw a great light. All this because God had entered the human struggle as 
‘the Beautiful Saviour, the King of Creation’’. 


jaturday: reread Luke 2:1-14 


What an unusual concert this! The listeners do not choose the performers; the 
yerformers choose the listeners! The shepherds went to no concert hall to hear the 
eavenly choir; they did not even choose to hear the choir at all! The choir came to them. 
Jow much like every good gift and grace that God gives. It is not earned; it is not 
eally in the first place sought; it is g/ven. The shepherds were filled with awe—the 
nly appropriate reaction. They heard the Good News of God's act and they were on 
xeir way to worship the Lord. They did not stay in the stable. They gave the Lord 
heir worship, and they returned. Obviously, not to a monastery or a theological seminary 
r to some “full-time church work’. They returned to their flocks, and served God 
ja their sheep. Whatever the line of work to which the Lord calls you is your 1c. 
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CROSS REFERENCES FOR SUBJECTS IN INDEX 


ADVISORS—see also Leadership 

BIBLE—see also Devotional Life and Prayer 

CHRISTIAN VOCATION—see also Bible; Church; Devotional Life and Prayer; Doctrine 
Education; Faith; Occupations; Personal Growth; Salvation; Sin; Stewardship 
W orship 

DATING—see also Marriage; Personal Growth; Sex 

DEVOTIONAL LIFE AND PRAYER—see also Bible; Christian Vocation 

DOCTRINE—see also Bible; Faith; Salvation; Sin 

EDUCATION—see also Occupations 

EVANGELISM—see also Church; Comparative Religions; Devotional Life and Prayer 
Doctrine; Faith 

FAITH—see also Bible; Christian Vocation; Doctrine; Salvation; Sin 

FAMILY—see also Sex, Marriage 

FICTION—see personal growth also 

GOVERNMENT~—see also Social Action 

HEALTH —see also Personal Growth; Social Action 

LEADERSHIP—see also Advisors 

LEISURE TIME—see also Parties; Plays; Skits, and Pageants; Recreation 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

MARRIAGE—see also Family; Sex 

MISSIONS, AMERICAN—see also Church; Evangelism; Missions, World 

MISSIONS, GENERAL—see also Missions, American; Missions, World; Occupations 
Social Action 

MISSIONS, WORLD—see also Church; Evangelism; Missions, American 

OCCUPATIONS—see also Education 

PARTIES—see also Lessure Time; Recreation 

PEOPLE—see also Brble 

PERSONAL GROWTH—see also Leadership; Social Relationships 

PLAYS, SKITS, AND PAGEANTS 

PROGRAM HELPS—see also Luther League of America; Luther League of Americ 
Service Opportunities; Plays, Skits, and Pageants 

RECREATION—see also Plays, Skits, and Pageants 

SALVATION—see also Doctrine; Faith 

SCIENCE 

SEASONAL 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES—see also Luther League of America Service Opportunitie 

SEX—see also Marriage 

SIN—see also Doctrine; Faith 


SOCIAL ACTION—see also Church; Education; Family; Government; Labor; Leisu 


Time; Luther League of America Service Opportunities; Marriage, Sex 
SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS—see also Personal Growth 


STEW ARDSHIP—see also Christian Vocation 
WORSHIP—see also Christian Vocation 
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LUTHER LIFE INDEX -1960 


ADVISORS 
Dynamos! (leaguers and adults in the Church) .... April 1960 
Face-To-Face (group resources for leaders) ....... July 1960 
ART 
Painter With A Hope (modern art; Rouault) ..... September 1960 
BIBLE 
Wine Tlie (vapour, Wess) Soca. e sonnets January 1960 
Word of the Month: Jahweh (Bible word study) .. February 1960 
Widen «109. “ayes Yeliaxovergig nach 5 Bean a a> SOs eine aa cio March 1960 
WWiordmot sthesiMionthes Iemzanwel se. eieetaaia. etek March 1960 
The Work of Recreation (Bible meaning of word, 

Glaxiaue, “\yoovel) eich alee aa Ole ioc mcrae eee April 1960 
Wiordsor themMonths Aeneas ase: oes « April 1960 
Time of God’s Patience (Ascension lessons) ...... May 1960 
Wiordror thes Month: Redeemer 22... 5 52-2220 May 1960 
Wihate Goode Ismthes Olde Mestament?s se 2am. June 1960 
Wiorcl Or ine Wome MATH ono aoesoncses ne cu one June 1960 
Woingiar Yeoulize IDYeaiel, Zhige. YOM, INGA 4 nao oe aos August 1960 
Wiordsotsthes Month: Eosa77d 2 .0.-0.0 5-2 7840 o- August 1960 
The Prophet Was Young (Jeremiah) ............ September 1960 
Wiordmo father Momth= Mesizap ae eee eee September 1960 
WiorduotethesWonthen Goveranneenri eet as. cre October 1960 
Tine Wiorrel ZNoyorte “ANS WYorel 5 gaan couse boone December 1960 
Word of the Month: Lovingkindness ............. December 1960 


See also; “Seed Time” Bible Studies Jan. through Dec., 1960) 


CHRISTIAN VOCATION 


Wowie Wocasien Lina) Wowie joo snanescopnovcoa0a February 1960 
IN, Wage Oke We WOO? Sooneccdouaconsopanwnoet April 1960 
Gieath TORS “oboe & aoe brs Sg © 10 HOS uae Ceeteo re May 1960 
CHURCH 
IN. Pate Ose fie WANOIE? a séanccccessvansacgsnooge April 1960 
Our Loyalty To The Church of Luther and To The 
(Chhremdit OF IGNTRE . wo casosoncgee supe auaoeguen« May 1960 
(Uiniiy copes owe du ep ocean Edpe Boban Umpo anon June 1960 
Deaconesses Are Human ..........-..-..-+---:- July 1960 
The Case For The University (your idea of church 
will influence choice of college) .........-...- September 1960 
Youth Sunday Materials (‘‘together’’ and 
“Our Common Calling’ and worship ideas) .... September 1960 
Sidcew Age CHUL mei eccte rari aayele i foo voislinvantgec te + 2 October 1960 


What Can I Do Back Home (ecumenical work in 
ocala cOngresatiON), agers cheers r ee ete vere ee 


November 1960 
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DEVOTIONAL LIFE AND PRAYER 


“Seed Time’: devotions and Bible studies on the 
lessons for the day. January through December, 1960 


OFFICES ©fiicessarofi1ces mer tetera ere August 
Alls Not Well (petsonali@prayer like) meer October 
Prayers For) Forgivenessiaa 4. siete ee November 
AllwAbouts: Joy’ 5: star cepency ota stare yar erca ie December 
DOCTRINE 
The Work of Recreation (Word, Spirit) .......... April 
Time Of God’s Patience (‘Age of the Ascension’) .. May 
Wiattye (Chur chisuinityartiecd Ociiine,) l= June 
Watery Neowiige IDeme), ANTS Yeon IRE? oo0 sce caress August 
Ware Witorral “Novis “Ane: WHERE ee ce eo rec ewe December 
EDUCATION 

A Year Abroad (International Christian Youth 

Lap COV NOE) ron MELEE or & on our Bsc kos March 
i\Was kag (Stud efi ean w On kal cece) eee eee May 
Everybody Wants In! (college admissions) ....... June 
WKS (Cage Tetove “Wie WSR acon on veo oneaonceac September 
Uny-Lu And The Bible (ministry to college students) October 
Isley “@) Isteene “Wore (Colllkaye Wade oon cece ncccon- November 
Hate Campaigns (in high schools) ............... November 

; EVANGELISM 
Theatre In A Church (inner city work) .......... March 
vane clismel nm bcitishm Guiana ae May 
bes Solitess, (Coaulssivone save TA) S--oa0qcanacacaccece June 
Assignment: Jazz (ministry to musicians) ......... July 
FICTION 

Coat" Oft Arms = ien.o nro ee, Se en January 
Thea Girle Frome Norway sue. 1 oon eee ee February 
hesOddy One mr areas oe ee ee ee April 
Patsy a1 TT ste essere 0 esse cca ee May 
LightssThatNecd: Not) Dies. eenaae ay ae May 
Fallen iIdoli ita et.al seis ae eee June 
Neighbors’ =: vic sane lve ite ook mene eee oa eee September 
To. Live, InasLover (pocm)) a seee ee ee October 
Just “One. More: (poein) a see e eee October 
Ghost Ships and Bluenoses (essay on Nova Scotia) .. October 
Youths (poem) ec eae ee October 
God Made Us “All” (poems onan eee October 
The Question \(poem'), “218.78 2 ae eee a eee October 
The: New Daye (poem) = see pe eee October 
The Day The Church Burned Down (boca) meee October 
Luthéry League) (poein’) a: nae ne November 
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GOVERNMENT 


iO UMEACMHPOLICLCS: Gaenie ts MeN RRa oben arteriole the January 
PAG Oatn Olt Ca hOfmPrestdenucmari cer alae gute + cen wee March 
FCCC OMNIS Chs memento ee ae Perini, eirs hte kustayars April 
Borne brcorss in meatta eAnd | Politics, A «2 casc esses « November 
LEADERSHIP 
Dynamos (Lie work in congregation) 22.-......«- April 
Face-To-Face (group resources for leaders) ....... July 
LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
RepOrsetomle lem (EXCCHNSeCY= DANCE) Merwe «4. gapdcye August 
GatsmeAc vance la (apportOnrment) mers. yt rs see October 
LLA-SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
Krowpihsrowwow (workcamp experiences) ........ February 
A Year Abroad (International Youth Exchange) ... March 
Wiatelse outh IMissiOnse mmreits t.- 25 eon elas © March 
acon Ot MmA GW ORK CAP sey ras tes veus a; saci. «eee spe November 
iceiiovinel (Goymtes! Ile) vessel. 5 ecgeeeeesks soeaaoc November 
MARRIAGE 
lite JX IBtovge ael (Carmeryer? Gog nson tos neoosodac January 
Why iimeel Montes? =.4 sec abone quo doen sae soc February 
The Artificial Barrier (racial intermarriage) ....... April 
Sawing Single? suscdes aceon eee ae oon ace July 
Wedding Sermon From A Prison Cell ............ August 
Preparation For Marriage (conference outline) ..... August 
MISSIONS, AMERICAN 

The Challenge (Town and Country theme) ........ February 
Theatre In A Church (inner city work) .......... Match 
Wiinate IG Weoley IMBRSIOIS? ws. Fosnaoocdedsaaasogoue March 
ibe, Sobte: (Geawiegearate saovbouieay)) Gavoaeonoussc005000 June 
Assignment: Jazz (ministry to musicians) ........ July 
Four Corners (of American Missions) .........--. August 
The Church In A Changing Neighborhood ....... August 
1960-61 Home Missions Books (reviews) ......-- August 


MISSIONS, GENERAL 


Into All The World Together (CME theme books) . July 
What Can I Do Back Home? (ecumenical work in 


home congregation) ...--..-+++8sseeeeeeeeee- 


MISSIONS, WORLD 
Into All The World Together (CME theme books) . July 


MISSIONS, GENERAL 
TPS INTHE ono ecco avn eect A Exceo BGIeNO'O 0. G UicaC NCPR 


November 
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OCCUPATIONS 


Naoune \WAoxeEtvCosn canal Neoyen” fol) ccccnsceccantcesore February 
Av Part: Orv The Wnole? ie ns sse.cerate ones = eet en eee April 
Through hes En ployvmente Mey nO leurs i taer June 
Jas Boxe Meow low Wore Clair oo se he aco rc cee August 
OVERSEAS 
OMsigeein Wolidoy Way Wey = ca ce acdsee stcacaue:: January 
he Rising Sphinx (bey ptianeyOut) meee March 
Byangelismeinks BrttishenG walla eye May 
Dear Teenager (Indian Youth looks at Western teens) October 
PARTIES 
Splashe: Party cuowushees wcnahcee piece Aen a ee ee July 
Goker Bottle: Organ Mmmm ic ier a ee ee August 
Olaabimes Schools Pantyarei eee ieee September 
Japatiesess Partyg oe aes acne ieee ee eee October 
Sdirawkcalp a Natta fun (Backwards sibanty, ieee November 
Norn @hristebackelnion @hkistta ss ee December 
PE@PEE 

A Year Abroad (Cynthia Wineman) ............. March 
eaguersine Research s(BarbanaeAs hy) see een June 

1D CacOneSSesme ATeme ina July 

ANE Wikwsie Is Jearidey (BAG) once cecacoaoascsucca: November 


Eckhard Comes To America (ICYE exchange student) | November 
PERSONAL GROWTH 


lal S@airedug ¥en ote ee ee January 
Maturity th -.2e ea corel iso na eae coe ge ee January 
Nemoinsm (lat tct) iiemnes: et January 
Ulin written Micinounsan(Clatte: mae seeeaeannee March 
Great Plans: See toe oo en eee ee May 
Easier Said Than Done (forgiveness) ............. October 
Nan Anders Column: (drinking): )i eens eae December 
PLAYS, SKITS, PAGEANTS 
Lhe: Green’ People” (Social Action) |a)6 a. eee March 
Together) (Youth Sundayaskit\s 4...) ee eee September 
Prayers Skit -- i vacs cgrechsia sca cee oe ie October 
Yow Can Help!) (Social! Action, skit) a5 eens October 
Hymn Service (on Service Book and Hymnal) October 
Drama in Workshop (skit and SCLVICE) Setar ae nee December 
PROGRAM, HELPS 
File) It!) (leagues library) ieee eee January 
Face-To-Face (group resources for leadens)) aaa July 
RECREATION 
The) Work OreRecreation mas teen eee April 


(See “Parties’’) 
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SALVATION 


Wihens You're, Mead eAresYou Really? ............ August 
SCIENCE 
Anew Claves GOd BANG SCIENCE?) Vans eg. . aces sun April 
SEASONAL 
sem rlamems (snip amya)) ieee seen ae ee byes January 
Know That God Is God (worship services for Lent) April 
dimeson God's) Patience (Ascension) ............ May 
Drama in Worship (skit and Christmas service) ... December 
SEX 
Wiig WinwecdepMiothers?s series se. ae aces... cise sine February 
Preparation For Marriage (conference outline) ...... August 
SOCIAL ACTION 

So What! (whys of Juvenile Delinquency) ....... January 
NY /dinivam nye cl VO ters emuete mene rye oso cyeeh cece ars Os ad February 
Tne Guten Paqale (oly) sckscaqeseenaene ms «one March 
Cinaigisming Cage (ollel jxeojale)) ... sceneeecnaucneanas April 
Lights That Need Not Die (Negro youth) ....... May 
Reflections From A Biased Man (capital punishment) May 

ame Solita iui etanteiministiy,) meres cea aa en: June 
Tallahassee Story (sit-in demonstrations) ......... June 
Closed Doors (housing discrimination) ........... June 
pew Dllenainam Of Outage ced mem races stare ole ss oe July 
Assignment: Jazz (ministry to musicians) ......... July 
Viewed From Durham, N.C. (sit-in demonstrations) July 
Are They Christian? (sit-in demonstrations) ....... July 

. Closed Doors: A Bold Example (housing discrimina- 

(RIGSEL)). — sade dics cucu key OReee seun:cia eee R EA DRAIN eee EP MSE NO July 
@hattenmbutveranmoenvicess om Lhe Aging 922.0. 1. November 
Never Too Young (old people’s problems) ....... November 

STEWARDSHIP 

Coimmercialismeans Luther eagucm. ey seri a February 
cigsmOomlin Lorethen mn (youth budget) mur wterr cn June 
Justaurne other Bills (youth budget) f..-..-..-- July 

An Open Question (youth budget) ..............- July 

iINOme second-C@lassees Membersmrmr sie nee November 
Mice Orn Wine Veouiia I hreleetc .. sndesodbooodbonuse November 
Plein Jeloye A\ Neornidey Wbn@lyste 4.5 6d 000s0ccurenseamec December 

WORSHIP 

Know That God Is God (Lenten services) ........ April 
Drama in Worship (skit and service) ............ December 
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Woe looking at the last page in the very last issue of 
LUTHER LIFE. Come 1961 we hope you'll be reading your 
new magazine, ‘“Time Out,” edited by Ralph Hellerich. He'll be 
interested in your comments and criticisms and most of all your 
suggestions about what you'd like to see in “Time Out.” Let 
him know there’s somebody on the other end of your subscription 
plate. Write him a letter or postcard often. 

Many of you are not aware that LUTHER LIFE’s writers 
and artists contribute their time and talents for the youth of the 
church for no pay ($$$$) in return. LUTHER LIFE has worked 
on a tiny budget, and your subscriptions help pay for the cost 
of engraving and printing your magazine. All our contributors 
have not only been willing to serve you, but they’ve been eager 
and enthusiastic, too. For all their ideas and wonderful help we 
are most grateful. 

Our thanks go also to the people at Conemaugh Engraving 
Company, who advised us about making plates for pictures and 
drawings, and to the Kutztown Publishing Company, whose 
Chester DeTurk patiently taught us so many details about the 
printing business. Finally, to Ruth Shaffer and her subscription- 
plate-making machines and mimeoscope goes the credit for pro- 
moting and putting LUTHER LIFE on the road each month. 

To all these people LUTHER LIFE says its final ‘Thank 
You!” And for all of them and all of you we wish a Joyous 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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